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PREFACE 


A detailed study of important ancient luatorical sites is greatly needed. 
In this monograph an attempt has been made to give an exhaustive and syste¬ 
matic account of Kajagriha, one of the most important ancient Indian cities, 
from all the available literary sooices, Biahinanical, Jain and Buddhist. I may 
draw the readers’ attention to the map of Baj agriha published in the Arch<mlogux^ 
S/iavey Report for 1905-06. 1 am grateful to Rao Bahadur E. N, Dikshit, M.A., 

Dizector-General of Aichmology in India, for kindly asking me to undertake 
this work. I trust that this treatise will be found useful by those for whom 
it is inteudedL 


BIMALA CHUEN LAW 
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RAJAGPIHA IN ANCIENT LITERATURE 


J DrFFERENT NAMES : THEIR ORIGIN AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Riisagrapura,^ Ginvisjn^ and Rajag^a^ (Pali RajogakA, Arddba-iVfagadhi 
I^yagiha) arc the thr«« famillav nam^ by which the ancient and earlier capita! 
of Magadha* ia known in ancient literature. Ku^grapura» w-hich is reprcflented 
by Jinaprabhasilrl as the earlier natne of Kajagpihai^ cannot be traced in any 
of the Pali or Arddba*lVlagadhi works. Hwen Thsang transliterates this name 
in Chinese as Kiishi-ha-h-jm-to, which Julien wTongly restores by KiiiSagarapitra 
or * Palace of the Ku^ house Wattcra who restores it by Ku^agraputa 
observes: “ The translation sAan^-mao, * superior reed-grass * apparently aupp<5(3e3 
the word K.\t^<}ra According to the Chinese pilgrim’s itinerary, the city 
derived its name from the excellent fragrant reed-graas which abounded there 

As for the second name Girivtaja, its origin or significance is not far to 
seek. The city \'f'as called GirivTaja because it was ’guarded by a cluster of 
close-set five hills Buddhaghosa explains the Pali Giribbaja as meaning ‘ an 

enclosure of hills Thus Girivraja may be taken to simply mean * a hill- 
girt city 

The third name Rajagriha, which literally means a ‘ royal abode ‘ royal 
residence or ‘ royal seat is thus accounted for by Buddhaghosa: I^jagaha 

is a tonm so named. It is called Rajagaha because it was used as a residence 
(lit. seized! Mandhhta, .Mahagovinda, and the rest. But as others explain it, 
Rujag<iha is just a name chosen for the town concerned Dhammapala refers 
to another opinion accounting for the name Kajagaha as a prison for mimical 
kings {paiirdjutt^th gafu^kStatld).*^ 


1 Jfdiijitirl.J/fiAifttljKi, LXItl. whun KuK&gmpm CKCun h mintliar form of the iwitw ; JlnApiHbhMDn^R 

FiiAdAa-firiA4f.Sarpa, w. 14. 

* Salthdparpa^Ch. KX\* ^ ; iS^jfuIXa-iiijbdyci, Pt. [J^ p. 1S5. 

* Mahdhkdrmu^ Satih^parvo^ Ck XXK -kl; 0-32404 ; eta, 

* PfHaliputra^ Kktftitnapwra, or PiwIpdpWKi wu ib* blcP 

* 14. 

WkttsrB^ Ymm Chwn^t IL p* 

*md, VoL It, p, 1 +»- 

* MoMbhnraia^ SfitKaparWi Cb^ XXI p T, 3 1 Eti jpanchff mah^in^ parmi 4 it raMbfid 

EnUa^n%pd$a^ p, B^ddAo MapiteihdmiTH Oiri^jaik, Gtribhojitn 

H idum /M titm ndiiipni. tP'A hi Pdt:t4^m-GijjhaIj^ii-ytbh4in^I^lh Vtpulh-k^maMmaH pa&ekitnnfr^ 
vajo vi^o C&mmfnUtr^, ^^w p* MS. 

I]» p. GirMajt : piri-parUikA^pt thUo ft offAo, 

p* euii^i^JidNiaix nagem. hi MahdMiM^MahAffomnddfBki p ar j-j- 

goAl/aUd rer^^AcIa^. Aiiiie .. ndmark Hogani4m^ 

j* Si&ma» Ed.p CL Mdgavaki Furdm, <7A. 7^ *iccording to wkkk Mmg JnfdmkilhiM i«- 

priMontd §€:veral king* 
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RiJAGBIRA IN ANCIENT LPTEBATURE 


According to Jinaprabbaailri, the city which eventuaUy came to be called 
known from time to time by sucli earlier namea ae Kshitipratishtha, 
Chanakapura, iltshabhapurar and Kusagraputa,^ the first three of which are not 
met with elsewhere, in Suddhist or Brah man ica 1 literature. We come across two 
other names of the ancient city, namely \asumati in the and Bar* 

hadrathapura in the Mahabharaia,^ 


2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION AND TOPOGRAPHY 


The Maluibharata {Sdihaparva), which professes to give an earlier account; of 
Bajagp.ha'* when it w'as used as the capital by king Jarasandha and known by 
the name of OirivTaja, describes the royal city as one guarded by five cloae-set 
hills with large peaks. The five hills with which this beautiful royal city was 
girt and made impregnable on all sides {durMkarsham were Vaihara, 

the large mountain (tnptc/o^ ^i7o), \araha, Yrishabha, Rishigiri, and Subhachai* 
tyaka.® The five liills around the city, as named in a second enumeration, were 
Pandara. Vipula, Varahaka, Chaityaka, the best of mountains {^riireshiha), and 
Miitanga, the rocky elevation {iibehchaija).^ This capital of^ Magadha which 
' might have a view' by pemomi from a distance from the Gorathagiri^ (modem 
Bambar hills)® lay concealed, as it were, in lodhta {ttfcemosb) trees adorned ail 
over with fragrant and delightful blckssoms, ft also abounded with the beautiful 
groves of Pijipala trees, it was the place ahere once dwelt such holy personagea 
as Hishi Dfrghatamas, the high-souled Gautama, and the sage Kakshlvan. It tvaa 
again the place that contained the excellent abodes of Svaatika and Maninaga, 
the two serpents that tonnented the enemies. On the five great hilb, Pandara, 
Yipula, Varahaka, Chaityaka, and Matahga, were the abodes of all siddhas, the 
hermitages of anchorites and high-souled munis, and the haunts of pow’erful bulb, 
GavdfiarvaSf Rdkshasas, and Ai^us, The hot springs, famous as Tapodds,'* were 
praised by all siddkas as •puxiyafirthas (holy waters for purificatory baths), 
Maninaga was the tutelar}' deity of the place, while the gctkshinls were the minor 
deities of appreciable importance,^! It was then a fiourishing city, populous and 


rr. 13 - 14 : tada. K,hUi. 

pmhiitha-Chawbapttra^rifhatdtapur&hkipMjSi, KiOdfrapiimiiathjH&ih cha trvmOd 

H™ TWng’# of ths origin of the nimtt Kniigwjmni mmj not »t .11 b* «,«Mt See pauim. 

Ij 32 , 1 , 

* IJ, 24. 44, 

‘ Tbwgb tho Mcoont given «fu» to en .«di« itole of thing*, ft i, highly Imptobmhte Umt, « one !.«it, H i, 
^ ^ ^ «bbl»oring hiU which 1* celled Gorathegm hee b»n ,«n,ed 

K - "* '-“wi It'-?" 

^"^’**'* yr*hM9statk4 tofAd RMigirMla SulhAid^llp^ba. 

***"” Vsmahe' pi tha. Chiitpiht cAa firiktAiht JifafeMlye da 

^Ihid^Cb. XX. V, 30: ^oralAfiin gtn'M dadrUitr MSgadAom pMrmh^ 

«. in JSORS. VdL I. Pt. U. p. Itej W. OM Jiraimi /«r,>w 

m lA* {/AiiiDj^ri and Xkandfig%n orteff, p, 524 , 

* T<ip&da Ui rihvidfi, 

Ch. XXI, rr. MC 

K Vanaparm^ Tirikii}fSifAperva, 6-820^^5, lOfl, 1(J7* 
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prosp«rouE, whfiie men of four castes lived. The rojaJ palace tvos inside tha 
city. V^udeva of the VrUhni race and the five Pan^ava biotheM followed a 
route by which they were able to reach the beautiful and majeatic Olmityata 
hill from Gorathagiri. It was from the top of this hill that they took a lull 
view of the city before euteting it by the gate.^ 

The Pali IsigiiiSuUa agrees with the 3/aAd6A«roia in bo far as it sajrg that 
Bajagriha, or better its aiUotui^ata (the inner city), was surrounded by five hills.^ 
But the hiHs themselves are named somewhat differently; Vcbhaxa, Ptindava, 
Vepuila, Gijjhakuta, and Isigili. Judged by their verbal correspondences, 
Vebhara and Isigili are same names as Vaibara and Rishigiri of the first list of 
the Mah^harata and Fandava and VcpuUa are no other than Pandara and Vipula 
of the second list of the Great Epic. Unfortunately the Epic description has 
not a word of e^rplanation ss to why the five hilLs were differently named in the 
two lists presented in one and the same chapter of the Sabkajiarm, nor does it 
give any indication 'whatsoever as to how they w’ere to be located or identified. 
The interest of the Buddhist account in the hufili-Sutta lies tn the fact that it 
introduces the enumeration, in such a manner as to enable the reader to locate 
the five hiHw in auccMsttin, jiaiipo^iyd as Buddhaghosa would say,^ If one is 
to take that the list of five hills opens with Isigili, it closes with Gijjhakuta, and 
if it opens with Vebhara* * it must close with Isigili. But the question still remains 
open how to identify them with the modem hills that eiu:lose Eiajgir, or better 
Furana Rajgir ? 

The Jaina records and traditions, earlier as well as later, are mainly respon¬ 
sible for the modem nomeuclatoie of the bills around Rajgir. If one enters 
Rajgir from the north, the hill which lies to the right b Vaibharagiri ] that 
which lies to the left is Vipulaparvata or Vipulagiri; the one which stands at 
tight angles to the Vipula and runs southwards parallel to the Vaibhaia is Eatua- 
giri; the one forming the eastern extension of the Rotnagiri is Cbhathagiri and 
the hill that stands next to Cbhathagiri in continuation of the latter is Sailagirl. 
The one opposite to the Chbathagiri ia Udayagiri; that which lies to the south 
of Eatuagirl and the west of the Udaya is Sonagiri. The Vaibharagiri extends 
southward and w'estwaid ulriumtely to form the western entrance of Rajgir with 
the Sonagiri. The Vipula-parvata runs for some length towards the south-east 
leading to the uorthem range of hills that extends up to the village called Giriyak 
or Giryek on the Bihar-Sbarif-Nawadah rood- The Ratimgiri stretebes south¬ 
ward for some distance and then bends eastw'ard, the eastern hills, Chbathagiri 
and Sailagiri extending towards north-east forming the northern range of Rajgir 
hills. The Chhathagiri and the iSailagiri form the eastern entrance of Rajgir 
with the Udayagiri which latter, too, coutinue.s eastward as the southern tang;e 
of Rajgir hills. The Udayagiri in its turn forms the southern entrance of Rajgir 
with the Sonagiri. The Sonagiri extends further west or southwest to form the 
western entrance of Rajgir 'with the Vaibhara hill which stands in front of it 

> :iitiMparW, Cfk. XXI. TV. le-ss. 

^ VoL IlL ^ to)L Cf. Ckitnini^jitmrjK p. ^3- 

* SinQiw Ed^* Pt. ril» p, S37 : pana paiii>Qk 9 U juafi^fiyd 





4 

ftAJACSHIIlA IX ANCIENT LlTEEATURK 

lortL^t 1““^ '""T* ““‘k”™. ■■“ 

Ml diatanca of e milea and tennimte at the viJIage of Giriak 
niungham saya: "i-rom tie ncighioarhood of Gaya two paiaUel rangea of 
Wla stretch towards the aorth-east for about M miles to Se bank of the 
Panchana nvor, juat opposite the rinage of Gfijek. The eaateni end of the 

and t'T '1”®' i“ “rthem range maintains its hemht. 

neat * "!!i ^ m two lofty peaks overhanging the Panchana river. The lower 
^akra crowned with a aoUd tower of brick-work, weU known as Jarmanihu- 

t Jarasandha’s throne (Plat. I»), while the higher peak on the west 

W ich lie name of Giryek peculiarly belongs, bean on oblong terrace 

hill !r *''' **«/»>"» temples on 1ft. Ihiibhita, the name of the 

sometimes written laibhara, and sometiruos Vvsvahataft is aona 

aTa’mwlrL “ the .1/mkdMdrl 

“c '■ According to Jinaprabha-silri. the city of 

the nit iTbi^t ttith Trifcafa, Khan.liho.’and 

oLi L'™ T t “ ““r (h—sfonda-dana-. 

to this bill ™ (<“pl« »i'tamSii-(nwhrai). CIom 

to this hill were the Saraavati and many other streams flowin,. with ole.^ 

f;-s.SLirar,:';* 

of the holy Arhats (TSriliodfanw,) in the dhu/yu, (ahrines) built unon it» ^ 

^nttT T'^l- ‘.“i" ■" o< ^ ™ a uais'^ 

But what m the actm.1 literary evidenee to jurtify tu. identification ! 

Jlwen Thdm hM*^^efi “the way of this ideiitiBcation arises from the fact tliat 

. ::L"!:th^v“,rTre7C^^^^ 

a. rL “ r -VAccording to local 

once been'500 \ declivity there had 

u A wiuch there remained at his time several scores 

some cold and some tepid. The source of * T a 

to the south of the sL llounZ^ v^tTZiT '™'’ 

the lake. The fountain stream flowi if ™ h a ‘“s'* “ 

Wrila, and this made the warer ol the^ r^gstk^rtUtij: 

> CumimghM.', - 

p. 530. 

* Ibid, ^ S3I. ^ "■ *■ opiqkia, 

bQl .pnng. it* W'««»>■ 

,«b«l gprig^ ii'‘ ct Ths^, 
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stones sucli as heads of hons or whit« elephanta, or they had stone aqueducts 
to lead the water into tanks made of stone slabs. People came from various 
lands to bathe in these tanks, and often went away healed of old maladie-s. 
About the springs were the foundations of topes and temples in close succession, 
and also the sites of sitting and exercise places of the Four Past Buddhas. This 
place having a successiou of hill and stream was a hermitage of benevolence and 
wisdom, and in it were hidden many scholars unknown to the world. To the 
west of the Hot Springs was the Pi-jm-lo (Fippala) cave in which the Buddha 
often lodged. Through the rock at the back of this was a passage into the 
Asur’s Palace in which bhikshm practising saimShi lodged notwithstanding the 

strange sights which drove some of them mad . On the Vipula Mountain 

is a tope on the spot where the Buddha once preached; many DigaiYibiras 
now lodge here and practise austerities incessantly; they turn round with the 
sun watching it from its rising to its setting."^ 

This is undoubtedly a vivid and correct description of the main features of 
the Jaina Vaibharngiri as it is found even now. None need be surprised when 
the great Chinese pilgrim represents the Jaiiia Vaibharngiri as Fi-^pa-lo in view 
of the fact that even the Great Epic describee Mount Vailiam as tapufu 
That this very mountain is the Ycbhara of the Pali records is indeed beyond all 
doubt. In accounting for the name of Tapodarama^ a Buddhist retreat or 
monastery in Rajaynha of the Buddha’s time, Buddhaghosa suggests that it 
received its name from Tapoda, a hot-water lake about which it wa.s situated.- 
Tapoda is the name of the stream which flowed into and fed the Tapoda lake. 
The Pali iMihoiiast adds by way of a further explanation of the name I 

*' Underneath the Vebhara mountain is the residence of the terrestrial Nugoi 
which extends over a space of five kiindTed leagues and resembles the tvorld of 
the gods in being adorned with jewelled floor and pleasaunees and gardens. 
There is a big lake of water on the sporting ground of the tlagaa. The rivet 
Tapoda Bows heated therefrom, as a stream of hot water. But how is it so ? 
Surrounding Rdjagaha stands a large nnder-world. There this Tapoda p<isses 
between two big boiling purgatories. From this circumstance the river flows 
heated. The Blessed One said, ‘ When, 0 monks, this Tapoda begins to flow', 

the water of that lake is excellent, agreeable, cool,. but this Tapoda, 

0 monks, passes also between two great purgatories. For this reason this Tapoda 
flows heated/ A big lake of water came to be formed thereby in front of this 
retreat 


* Yuan VoL pp. 

^ Suraltiutpp&ii&nn%t I, P- 3^: U Tap^dasM niAudka;#] vQ9tna iaddha-nUmc 

* MfniiJiapnbdsinit Ip p 3$: V^bk^-pa^iaUwa Hm 

laUaa d^m" u^ygncAi m Tidgdfkatk kHanaifAditt 

mioAd uciakn-rnAado. Tato Tapodd hdum nad* * aamkiii knihiid un ddblvt. <dUd ? Edj^gakafh tin 

parivdntvd fnaAd-pdahko ToUha MnnatH mahd^Uftf^mbAi-niratfonajd anlarena ayiXTri Tajtod^ dgathdkeUL 

Jiuma «ei]u£ati. AAiMAdWp Tapadd la rohad^ #ilfm/tir|p 

».. *»^ api cdSfdirt , tfrinninn aitSarikdi^ dgacAchhaii. T^ndynm Tapodd 

kvthiid tandtUi imwu pan^ dnJtnoMi icflo maAd-adatm-mhadc 

B 2 
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Buddhist writings Diention Tapoda as a hot river, the Great Epio, 
as Tve eaw, uses Uipodah as a plural form to denote the- hot springs in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Rajagriha. Watters rightly guessed that the Pali Tupoda and the 
Chinese T'a^pu-ho might be taken to represent the * hot springs ’ of Hwen Thsang.^ 
Here our immediate interest lies in the fact that Buddhaghosa associates the 
hot springs giving rise to the Tapoda river with Mount Yebhflra. 

If it can thus be established that the Pali Ycbhara mountain is no other than 
the Jains ^ aibharagiri, it becomes easy to identify the remaining four hills with 
the aid of the list of five hills as mentioned In order in the Pandava 

with \ iptda mountain, Vepulla with Ratnagiri* and Chhathugiri,^ Gijjhakflto with 
t'dayagiri, and Isigili with Sonagiri.* 

In the SamyuHa-^tk&^fo the Vipula or Vepulla is described as the beat among 
the mountains of HajayokaJ^ Regarding this mountain w*e are told in the same 
Nikaja that it lay to the north of Oijjbakuta and stood in the midst of the girdle 
of Magadhan hills.® (loing by this description one must see that the mountain 
with which the \epulla of the Pali records is identilied satisfies this two-fold 
test. (I) that it stands to the north of Gijjhaknte, and (2) that it ia placed in 
the circle of hills. The Jaina Vipula mountain does not certainly satisfy these 
two tests. But the Eatnagiri and the Chhathagiri, taken together and counted 
as one hill, stand these tests. 

D, K. Sen has availed himself of a statement in the fiuUa~nipdta commentary 
in ] entifying the Pandava mountain with the Ratnagiri.* According to this 
statement Siddhartha travelled ju.st a wwk after his renunciation from the 
mango-grove of the Matlas at Anupriya to Rajagriha which stood like a ‘ fortress ’ 
etween fi^e hills, He entered the city by its eastern gate and walked np the 
sp^a\a mountain* where he sat down in a slope facing the east {pwratthabhi- 
f»i« apathhuTe), The expression puratihabhimuhha can by no means be taken 
to suggest with Sen tliat the slope ' lay to the east And if we look into the 
tJ- * '^uWa-nipfl/a, we find it altc^ether silent as to the gate by which 
entered the city. .411 that we ate told in it is that on his arrival 
a ajagn a the Bodhisattva went about the city collecting alms, and on coming 
*^r^/n** toiivatds the Pandava hill, thinking that it would be his dwelling 

p ace. i;, ing that he took up his abode there, the messengers of king Btmbts&ra 


’ rituB Cktrang, U, jx Us; 

* Sir ^ with (’’(pnIu, Mid »rith 

TP- W foil, OiJihaiSla with CWattdjiri. Sw h» ‘Eojprand Ui in 4. S. /. B,. mWW, 

• G^j>kg, p. 531. 

3Wfii p, Jg5; Sit Vi:piino pabbatc mahS uUara Qi^haMlassa 

^ U. p. IM. 

■ n. „ » 3 , U„ 

« "”5 ^ p. JO. 

73 1 fn^ifaekSram tharitvS nihUammi lur^U mviii Pa^a^Ht oUiUrcn, fUAtfiiew UariMolt 
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informed him, saying; "This bki^Mu, 0 great king, remnina aeated in tout 
of the Pandava hill, like a tiger, or a bull, or a lion in the cavern of a mountain.’’^ 
The Jaiaka-Nidatm-katha definitely tells ua in this connection that the Bodhi- 
sattva came out of the city by the same gate by which he entered it and sat down 
facing the east under the shade of the Pantlava mountain and took his meal.^ 

Thus in the Niddm-iaiha, too, the gate by which the Bodhiisattva entered 
the city and came out of it is not mentioned. It agrees with the 
also in stating that he had not walked towards the Pandava hill until he came 
out of the city. Further, if the Eodhisattva had travelled from Anupriya to 
Kajagriba, presumably by the high road which passed through Sffalanda, it is 
more probable that he entered the city by its north gate, in which case it is 
the Jaina Vipulagiri rather thap Ratnagiri that fits in with the description of 
the Bodhisattva's first visit to Rajagriha which was the Girivraja of Magadha. 

The Vebhara and the Pamlava appear indeed to have been the two hilb 
that stood on the north side of Girivraja and were noted for their rocky caves.* 

All the available Pali records attest beyond all doubt that the palace of the 
king of Magadha of Euddha^s time was situated in Girivraja, within the girdle 
of five hills. King Bimbisara was able to see from his palace when the Bodhi- 
sattva was collecting aims from door to door within this part of the ancient 
city.^ BuddJiaglio^a speaks indeed of anio^uoyara and bahi-nayam, th? * inner 
city’ and the ‘outer city’ of Rajagriha, each of which contained a large popu¬ 
lation, nine crores of people as he would say^® The Pah scholiast also informs 
us that the city of Rajagriha was provided with 32 large gates and 64 small gates,* 
He also tells us that it was enclosed by a wall (pdidra).’ There were localitaea 
on all sides of the city {Rdjayaimsa samantd).^ The locality which lay to the 
south of the aouthera line of hills was known by the name of Dakkhii^in (Dak* 
shinagiri).* 

The happy reminiscences of the sites of importance to the Buddhists in and 
about Rajagriha are viv'idly recorded in the in the 

following words of the Buddha: '‘Whilst I dwelt once in Rajagaha on the 
Gijjhakiita mountain, whilst I dwelt once in Rajagaha in the retreat called 
Nigrodharama, there verily I dwelt in Rojagaha on the precipice called Chora- 


1 .StOto-ntpiifti, p. 'i3: S*t tftiiWH, mfflAanSja, Pav4amtM pumlOitlo mintimo r^huMUtt ra w jiripoi- 

tPftUBMI, I> n- 601 MtMpitriM pi niiMalKt-likattatii tamk9ntv&..*.pavilfhidi!iif*it' «m nn^td jiiW- 

Uamilva pa^dnvupaiibaiaeUi&yiya sitfid'ftrtl jumMui/ftMi* Smddhf. 

* fAwwSortfi, XLi. V. I: Fiwjwi* aTtupaienti r*Wd™*« tha eia. 

* Smi-nvpdta, p. 72 ( F*0ibol}, Jitafia, I, p. S6 s ilijS pS^a-tnit fkaM MCiAdpitriMKft 

1, p. 313: JtejdjuAart Kn* Sbti''hi-MMtNU«ir)fM«i» anlcNntwarc &iAt.na«aK und 

h*. Tath wwosU. Th« figure giwti U obnotulp an tmggmitd on*. 

♦ 1* P* JOOs JMjajo** tiro in«ty.:fnlnrlqi tAafumrUM khitdduht^^riitu 

» Ihid, 1, p. ISO. 

ntifilir. il. pp. IIS'S! Eiath idAkatti nrrimiyirHi EdjngaJtt mtiiioifii pabiaU..,t 

yignidhMiHe.,.^ClkmpiipiUe,,..yMAnipaMe Sattapavita iSatlapartvi) gtitidyiuk...J»igHipasm KalatiiSf/oitt 

... .fdjNidtfrdMe.... FriKraJw iCotirtiiataniodjMi.........nmOai^totnne.. 

ir((d:&itwcAcUi«niiw 

• Finoya Pifatii, Vol. I, pp, 70-80. 
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papata. There veri])’ I dwelt in Pajugaha in the Sattapanna or Sattapanm 
cave on one side of the VebMta mountain. There verily I dwelt in Eafagaha 
on Kalasila on a side of the laigili mountain. There verily I dwelt in Rsjagaha 
in f^tavana in a slope of the hill called Sappasondika'pabhhilra. There verily 
I dwelt in Rajagaha in the retreat called Tapodarima. There verily J dwelt 
in Rajagaha on the site called Veluvana Kalandaka-nivapa. There verily I dwelt 
in Rajagaha in Jivaka’s Jkngo-grove. There verity I dwelt at the j^fadda- 
kuchchhi Deer-park 

“ Delightful is Rajagaha, delightfvd is the Gijjbakiita mountain, delightful 
is the Gotama-nigrodha, delightful are the Cbora-pap4ta, the Sattapanni-guha on 
a side of the Isigili mountain, the Sappaso^diha-^'^lcpc in Sftavana, the Tapodariima, 
the Veluvana Kalandaka-nivapa, the mongo-grove of Jivaka, and the Madda- 
kuchchhi Deer park.’ 

Tlic Vimya ChnUamgs^i (fV. 4) contains another intcTesting list of the 
Buddhist sites of importance in and about RSjagriJia which excludes the name 
of ^Xigrodharfima and Veluvana Katandaka-ni^Tapa of the above list but includes 
three new names:—Qoinata-Kandara^ Tinduka-kaudara, and Topoda-kandam.* 

To these may he added n few other names met with in the Pali Canon and 
the rest of Buddhist literature r— 

Pipftdi^uhii,^ Kapoia-kandaro* Pt^ibhanakula,'^ 

Ambasatsd^,^ Vediyakd’-pabhate Indmaht-guha? PatihhajQkmtm of VdumbariM^^ 
Lotihivann,^^ PamiMo-^hetxya.^^ Ndlakagdma,^^ IWoJl'o,” A'dkmdo,** PJtwrtia- 
ofnhawiMo,!* Pataligaina,^'^ Rdjaydmha at Amhahtthika,'^ m\d EkaMlS. in Dak- 
khinagiri}^ 

Gijjhaki'ita (Gridhraku^a) was one of the five hills that surrounded Girivraja 
which was the antonagara (inner area) of Rajagriha, The name does not occur 
in records other than those of the Buddhists. Bnddhagbosa aocounta for 
the name tlitis \ 


11^ pp, Ufi-7; " ^Ma^ijfark rumuftJpi^ Gij^Hpo Goiama^ 

MfflTVMOo.ratmitiiyo CAqrtt ntnuttiiyo 

SUai'utu. Sappami^thapabbk^^ TupWdrdttid,rantaitTpo J$mlbamla- 

nmictiii^ MaddaJinicJiehAitmitn 

■ rijia^ Pipihi^ p, 70, 

■ Ud^na, h Ill, 7. 

• Ibid, IVt -L 

* p. 133. 

• ihid^ U p. m 
*“ Ibid, I, p. 449. 

* & ■ 11^ p, 203, 

w m, p. ge. 

M Vinai/a Mfihdvag^, 1, 22. 1, % 

Snitii-Jiipitta, 1013. 

IV* p. 25L 

** J^lxt, I, p, 

** & J, p. g.7L 

w II, p, 34. 
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Til© ffiountain was called Gijjhakuta or \'ultiire-peak cither becRtWie it 
had a vultuie-like peak or because the vultures used to dwell on its peak.^ 
for its topography, we are told that it stood to the south of \'epulla.* * that it 
could he 'approached from the eastern gate of the city’/ that Jivalta's maug^J- 
grove stood between it and the city-wa«S that the Buddha used to take his daily 
exercise at its back ‘ in the western shade * bet^vecn two peaks*, that the Kalasila 
on a side of Isigili was so situated in front of it that a person could easUy watch 
from it the action of certain otlier persons ou the former* and that the Deerpark 
at Maddakuchchhi lay near about it^. 

The NigTodharmia, otherwise called Gotama-nisrodha, was, as its name im¬ 
plies. a retreat marked by the presence of a banyan tree. It was situated aome- 
whcre at Bajagaha. Its location cannot be iletennined in the absence of any 
inform afcroTi on the points 

The Chora-papata was, as its name signifies, a precipice of a hill of Rajagaha 
from w'hich the thieves or condemned criniinala w'ere thrown down. The loca¬ 
tion of the precipice is still unknoivn. 

The Sattapanni or Sattapan^ cave on a side of Vebhaia is the historical 
site where the First Buddhist Council was convoked- The cave evidently derived 
its name from the Saptaparna or ftaptaparni creeper which stood beside 
it, marking it out, The Pali accounts are silent as to the side or slope of the 
hill on which it was situated®. Accoiduig to the llahavastu, however, it stood 
on the north side, on an esceUent slope of the Vaihaya {\ Vaihara) moimtain 
adorned with various trees and a rocky floor®. This agrees with the account 
of Fa-Hicn which, too, places th© cave ‘ on the north of the hill, in the shade.’ 
According to Fa-Hien, 'the cavern cafled i^rataparna could be reached by going 
to the west for five or six li (a mile) from the Pippah cave which, too, atood on 
the north of the same hill. The same was practically the distance of the cave 
from the ‘ Karanda Bamboo flordeu ’ which lay to the north-east just 300 paces 
from the Pippala cave“ Hwen Thsang, apparently in agreement with Fa- 
Hien. locates the cave “ about flve or six U south-west from the Bamboo Park, 
ou tbe north side of the south Mountain in a great Bamboo wood“.” If these 


* PdiMiSdte-ffSiiiiiti, n, p. os 1 Tfl*w paiibaUum giSjluuaduatn tiloiA oUAi. fcwma Qiijiaiiito 'li tfveAeAaJu aijjka 

niroMnlUt ’f* GijjKairilto H iraeheAaii. Cf. SvUit A ijiAbM 

* Iti P- ^ 

MMlwiAswto nJafli*:. J. p. tSOs pvMnadvArtifa jidMafwcfcMdiFtft jiunji. 

* Ibid., 1. p. i SO i .? 4 wiwwrtaiA dm GyjAafrfif (uh e*P dninta 

» Viivl’yi C^vRoiA^, Vn, 3,0 ■ BhasotA tf^'AofeyaMa pabbatania fiuAi-May^y«ih. cAanbantoli. At^a fJm Dctm- 
aijjkabaiam foibaiam moAoninift dlatH jxivijjkt ... /)« pohbata-hQtS Icn* «TAifii 

* h P- 

^ Fi'rtaua Uf 5-3i. 

* MffUrarhm. m, 10- Biii fitim the wmugemtnt of tar the bLikkhtii it miy U^i th* [K®d 


^ * JfIp p* FqrraiiMSitt IT« tompdr^ VindhA-F^pe 

(Aojpf hkavatu d^rmiMtnAstSd. 

Fa-Mitn, pp. 84-S. 

iiy^Att^n" Twin CrftiMMf* H, p. 159 * 
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accounts be true, it becomes difBctilt to justify 'Cmminghatn’s identiticatioii of 
the ifi/Aa with the Son Bhantjar cave on a southern elope of the Vaibbaragiti. 

Buddhaghosa explains the name Kalasila as signifying a black rock on a 
slope or aide of Isigilii. The rock stood so close to GijjhakfiU that it was possible 
for the Buddha to watch from the latter hill when the JVw/rojd&cM (Jain ascetics) 
were practising difficult penances there®. The name Isigili was evidently e 
MUgadhi or local form of the Sanskrit Rishlgiri, meaning a * Hermit-bill/ The 
name in its Prakrit spelling acquired, even in the Buddha's time, a popular ety¬ 
mology, which, though fantastic, is not ^vithout some impoitance of' its own: 
/ffi gitatiti '* Isigili (Rishigili) is tlie mountain that swhllowed up the 

hermit teachers®." 

Sitavana was the name of a SMs^d?io-vana or 'Cemetery-grove*', The site 
was used for a simthika or ' chamel-field' where the dead bodies were thrown 
or left to undergo a natural process of decay® or to be eaten and destroyed by 
carnivorous beasts, birds and worms*. The grove or field was enclosed by some 
sort- of a wall and fitted with doors that remained usually closed during night^. 
Near by was the Sappasogdikarpabbliura, a snake-hood-like decUrity of the 
neighbouring rock*. The grove evidently lay between the residence of the 
Banker of Rajagriha and the city on one side, and the declivity, on the other. 
For it was on coming out of the Banker's house and of the city (jifH/arow&o ntJt- 
A7uiot»<a) that the Banker Anathapindika came across the cemetery or chamel- 
field, According to Fa-Hien, the nhi-tno-slie-na (^maSTma) stood two or three 
1i (half a mile) to the north of Venuvana, which latter lay ‘ some 300 paces north, 
of the old town, on the west aide of the road Accor din g to Legge's tendering, 
Venuvana could be reached by ‘ going out from the old city, after walking over 
500 paces, on the west of the road’,** There is a perfect agreement between 
Fa-ffien and Hwen Tbsang os regards the location of Venuvana, for the latter 
pilgrim, too, places the famous monastery ' above one li from the north gate of 
the aiountain-city Hwen Tbsang does not, however, refer to the chamel- 
field, while Fa-Hieu refers to it only * parenthetically The reference to the 
on the part of Fa-Hien is relevant as he wanted to locate the Pippala- 
cave, a ' stone-cell' or ‘ dewlling among the rocks' in relation to Venuvana, 
Going by the direction given by Fa-Hien, the Pippala-cave was situated on the 

^P<ii;nSeAa.4u:/ani, n, (P, T. p. S3i fti^Uipam Ui IgigUi paibaUi^aii SSfasUdyan ti Ksfaea^na 

■ I, p, 02, 

rn+ pL 08. 

^Sa«)UhappaiiMni,SititMM EJ., HI, p, 17 r Sllavtw 'ti rntSKa etiM, 

^SttikjfuUa-nilajia, I. pp. SIO-S]]. 

*Sw MaiAtaUpaffMna-SHUaiilQ. IHgka.nilaya, II, pp, 29S-^ fortlic fate of a wrpae Id Nivatiuki. 

" Sarkyuiia^nihitj^, L p. 211, 

•5<jiw«A«pj}i}to„i,i, SiatiMwo Ed*. Ill, p, ]7s hapaUAm 'li tappa^phajm-todiiiaMifa eeauftlaiitta- 

H^jn^ pabohan^ 

* BmI'i Euddhiti B^torda 0/ Me Werid. VdL f, lx, 

“ p, S4. 

Jmrsi Vkwan^, II* p, iSflw 

•‘ManihaU', Kayipr^ and Us lUnasint. A. N. Report for ISOS-S. p. S8: Fa-Hieiido« not ny tliat bo wont 
fram the Eunboo GmSen to llit Pipp*.^ Atone liauee by wmy oi Iho Jm^ivdna. 
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north iace of Vaibhikragiri, which lay to the south of the hnaiam. The cave 
itself stood some 300 paces south-weat from the charnehfieldIf this Is at all 
correct, we may not go fat wrong to suggest that the snake-hood declivity, men¬ 
tioned in Pali literatuie in connection with Sitavana, is no other than the spaeious 
slope under a few roek-cut caves on the north face of the Vaibkdra hdl. a little 
to the west of the hot springs and a little to the north below the Jaina temple. 

Gomatakandara, Tiiiduka-kandaia and Tapodakandara are the three sites 
that served as suitable retieata for Huddhist bhikkJms and accordingly find 
mention in the Vinaya list. The Tinduka-kandara was obviously a site marked 
by a natural cavern in the rock made known by a Tinduka tree which grew beside 
it. And the Tapoda-kandara must have been a similar site with a natural cavern 
in the rock near some hot sprmgs. It is not improhable that the site is no other 
than the place called Tapoban. Similarly Gomata-kandara was a site with 
another natural cavern in the rock. 

The Tapodarama was a retreat for the Buddhist monks near about the hot 
springs, near about the Tapoda stream, near about the Tapoda lake or pool. The 
hot sprmgs are associated hy Buddhaghosa, as we saw, with Vebhara, and the 
Tapoda lake on which the retreat stood was formed by the water carried bv the 
Tapoda stream. Tliis retreat was completely forgotten, as ably pointed out 
by D, N. Sen, when the Chinese pilgrims visited Rujagnha-. We may readily 
suppose with D. IJ. Sen that' the Tapoda of Buddhist fame is no other stream 
than tlie SarasvatT. The retreat itself could not be far from the north-gate of 
the ‘inner city’, and its site may probably be identified with one at the north¬ 
east corner of the Vaibharagiri with a small moimd on its south end. 

The Veluvana or Yenuvana was a charming garden, park or grove at Kaja- 
gaha which was surrounded by bamboos^. It has uccor^gly been represented 
in English by ‘ Bamboo Garden ' Bamboo Park or ' Bamboo Grove alt 
meaning the same site of the land received as gift for the first time by the Buddha. 
The fuller name of the site was Veluvana Kaiandaka-nivapa, the second part 
of the name indicating that here the Kalandakas or Kalakas (squirrels or jays) 
freely roamed about and found a nice feeding ground* * The Buddhist legends 
differ as to who was the original owner and real donor of the site^. But certain 
it is that in the Pali accounta king Bimbisara figures as the fonuer owner and real 
donor of the garden. It is also certain that the site was outside the ‘ inner cit 3 ’ ’ 
and ' neither very near nor far from it,’ D. N. Sen correctly refers to a Pali 
story relating how king Bimbisilra was sometime ' compelled to come to the 
Vetjuvana-vihara as he was detained too long waiting for liis bath in the Tapoda 
and found the city gate closed when he was returning after the bath®. The 


* Le^go'i Fa-flit*, pp. S4-SS. 

’ Raj^f and Us p. 4. 

" Vilmvatuin H ^if^nassa ndmawh. Tam Mm vehhi cMa parUtisAiila^ oAmi . * . Vtimntn^n ti 

Of* Snifa Jl^ipAia p, 410. 

* AtOdiuiutdiHit tAa ‘ttki nitiptnh adaiktu, Utm Kahr>datn^nirijn> -ti ruckchati. Cf. Sutta AVodti 

P. +10. 

* iScft W^tATs'* Yuan II, pp, 156-5^?, 

* Roj^r and Ut p, 4 . 


C 




12 


BAJAflUHTA IS AXCIEXT LITERATlrRE 


tftory ia iniportatit just for the mditM&tiuu that the site was the Tapoda lake and the 
Tapoda retreat on the north side of jGirivr&ja and near its northern gate. Fa- 
Hien delinitely infomis us that the Karanda Bamboo Garden atood to the north 
of the old cit 7 , over 300 paces from the gate, on the west side of the road. The 
hnaM»a or * * charnel field ' lay to the north of the mJidra, two or three li from it, 
while the Pippala-cave was " a dwelling among the rocks .300 paces south-west 
from \enuvaiia^ 11 wen Tbsang recording a few other details tells us tliat 
the KtiJanda Bfttiihoo Park stood ‘ above one li from the north gate of the Mountain- 
city. Above 200 paces to the north of the Bamboo Park cli&pel was the 
Kalanda Tank now without any water. Two or three li to the north-west of 
this was an Asoka tope, beside which was a stone pillar/ ' Not for to the north¬ 
east from this was lUjagrtha city the outer wall of which was utterly destroyed; 
the foundations of the inner wall stood prominently and were above *20 li (4 miles) 
m circuit with one gate*’ According to Hwen Thsang. the Pippala cave stood 
' to the west of the hot springs ’ of the Pi-pu-Io Vaibbara) mountain® Thus 
combining the two accounts, we must locate the site of Kalanda Venuvana 300 
pares or one U from the north gate of the ' inner city \ half a mile south of the 
smaMna. 300 paces north-cast of the Pippala rave in ^It. Vaibhara. and 200 
paces to the south of the Kalanda Tank. We should thank the Chinese travellers 
if they had not confused the Tapofiariima, at least partly, with Venuvana. 

The next site claiming our attention is Jivaka-ambavana. Jivaka con¬ 
verted the orchard into a vihara- and made a gift of it to the Buddha and his order. 
The Pali Samanfiaphala-Sutta tells us that king Ajatasnttu of Magmlha had to 
go out of the city of Rajagaha in order to reach this orchard. The Butta is silent 
as to the route or direction followed by the king. He was escorted, of coitree, 
by Jivaka^. In the commentary, however, Buddhaghoaa informs us that the 
king proceeded by the eastern gate of the city the ' inner city of Rajagaha 
under the com of the Gijjhaktita mountain, because the JIango-grove stood 
somewhere between this mountain and the cityivalH. It was nearer to Jfvaka’s 
residence than Vetiuvam^, Fa-Hien places it at the - north-east comer of the 
city in a (large) curving (space)Hwen Thsang. too, locates the dte 'in a bend 
of the mountain wall north-east from the (old) city®. According to AVattcre’ 

suggestion, based upon a Chinese account in the Fo-jthuo-shen^-diinff, Cb. Jl, 
the orchard ‘ was apparently in the inclosure between tbe city proper and the 
hills which formed its outer defences on the cast side®.’ 

The Deer-park at Maddakuchchhj wan another important site in or about 
Rajagaha. Buddhaghosa takes Maddakuchchhi to be the actual name of the 
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park where the antelopca were allowed to live freely, without fear, and offers 
the following fanciful explanation for the origin of the name: "The park came 
to acquire the name Bladdakuchchh! or * * Rub-belly ’ from the circumatance that 
here Bimbisara^s queen, mother of AJataaattu. tried to cause abortion with a 
view to killing the inimical child in the womb by getting her belly rubbed^.” But 
the Pali statement, mnfuniyo Miiddakuchchhismim migad^yo, ‘ delightful is the 
Beer-park at Maddakuchchhl,* leaves no room for doubt that Maddakuchchhi 
itself was not intended to be the name of the park coneemed. The import of 
this descriptive name is that the Deer-park was situated either near Madda- 
kuchchhT or within it. We have reason to siutpect that MaddakuchcbhT®^ waa 
somehow only a Prakrit form of Sanskrit i^ri-kukshi^j which has the same meaning 
as the Pali poibafet'iuoAcA/ri, ‘ a curve in the hill *. The site waa apparently on 
the plains and occupied a space near a curv'e in one of the lulls of Rajugaha. It 
must have been very near to GijjhakuU, otherwise there is no reason why the 
hhikkhm should think of cair3rijig the Master in a stretcher to it* after he had 
got hurt by a piece of stone. The site of this ancient park ts probably no other 
than a large enclosed space to the west of the Udayagiri and placed at a curve of 
the eastern end of the Sonagiri, on its northern side, at a south-east comer of 
Rajgir. 

The Pifpali-guM or Fiffliali-gttha was a solitary cave which became a favou¬ 
rite resort of Mahukassapa*. There are some later Pali accounts that show 
that the cave was used by the great Thera only for meditation*. Fa-Hicn knew 
it to be ' a dwelling among the rocks,,,.in w'hich Buddha regiilarly E?at in medita¬ 
tion after taking his (midday) meal while aecordiug to Hwen Thaang it was a 

cave * in which the Buddha often lodged* * The Pali works record only one 

instance of the Buddha's presence at this cave when he went to see Mahukassapa 
when the latter fell seriously UP. As explained by the Pali scholiasts, the cave 
was called Pippoli or Papphali because it was marked by a Fippali or Pipphali 
tree which stood beside it^®. Both Fa-Hien and Hwen Thsang have represented 

it as Plpphala-guha or ' the Pipphala cave.' This name is also not unknown to 

Buddhist works in Pali^^, and Sanskrit**. It would seem that the tree which 
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marked out the cave was Pippala {Fictjs religima) rather than Pippali or Pipphali, 
The Pali scholiasts apparently failed to notice that a feminine form of Pippala 
had to be used to make it square with guha. The Pali works do not precisely 
tell us where, in 'which of the hills of Bajagaha, was the cave situated, but they 
seem to indicate that it was not far from Venuvana^ The Manjusri ^lalakalpa 
places it in the YaraJia moimtain^, 'ivhile, according to Fa^Hien, it was only 300 
paces south-west from the Karanda ’S'enuvana, and situated in the mountain 
which lay to the south of this monastery®. In some of the Chinese accounts it is 
placed Mn the Vulture-peak mountain^/ But Hwen Thsang definitely locates 
it on the Pt-pu-lo Vaibhara) mountain, to the west of the hot springs. He 
tells us that ‘ through the rock at the back of this was a passage into the Asur’s 
Palace in which bhifehus practising sam&dhi lodged®. The Asur's Palace men¬ 
tioned by the Chinese pilgrim cannot possibly be taken to refer to what is now-a- 
days known as Jarasandhn’s Baitbak®. For all that he meant by it was an 
under-ground hall-like space into which the passage led®. 

Sumigadha was the name of a well-known tank, which stood somewhere 
in the ' outer city * * ** of Rajagaha.® From the location suggested m the Pali 
text it is evident that it was situated near about Gijjha^a, There was a 
Moranivapa or ‘ Peacocks’ feeding ground ’ on the bank of this tank.® 

The Patibhina-ku^ was a peak with a ‘fearful precipice {mMtit/anaht 
papaio), in the neighbourhood of Gijjhakiita^*, Buddhaghosa informs us that 
the Patibhanakiitii was only a boundaty rock which looked like a large moun- 
tain.i^ The Pali scholiast may be so far right when ho suggests that the kuta 
marked a boundary, but he has altogether missed the significance of its iming 
Pt^ibhdm, ' the echoing No other meaning can be reasonably made out of 

the word Patibftdm, Even now there is a peak at the eastern end of the Sona- 
giriA® opposite to the Udayagiri, which echoes the sounds, This is certainly 
e boundar>' rock, because the southern gate of the city lies j ust between it and the 
Udayagiri, identified by us with liiijjbakuta. 

The Siimyutta-niMya mentions Indakuta as a mountain in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Rajagaha. On this mountain was the dwelling of Indaka Yakkha, 
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presiiinabl}^ a preMatorica! sanctuary* *^ Aa Biiddhaghosa suggi^ts^ either the hill 
■derived its name from the Yakkha or the Yakkha derived his name from the 
hiJI*^ The Sanskrit hidraka is an arcliitectumi tenuj Tueaning a coiiticil-halL 
It niiglit be that the abode of the Yakkha coDcemed waa just a hall-like stone- 
structure, marked by the presence of a sacred tree. The ludakfita luouutam 
seems to have been in the neighbourhood of GijjhakQta, and it stood, ]>erhaps, 
either opposite to or beside the latter,^ 

The Jain a Uv&stiga-<iasdo refers to the site of an ancient shrine, called Guna- 
slla in the neighbourhood of Rajagaha.* The Vividfta-tirtha-kalpa, too, men¬ 
tions this shrine in the most eloquent terms as a site where Lord Mahuvlra 
sojourned with his disciples.^ 

(/JmraHoNdo) is mentioned in the Pali Sakkapaiiha'Sitttanta as 
a Brahmin village, which was situated to the east of Rajagaha.^ The village 
was called Ambiisanda or * Mango-tract \ because there were mango-tracts not 
far from it." The village which is placed in the text outside the area of R&jagaha 
but within Magadha is introduced just to indicate the location of the Itid^sdh- 
guhd in the Vedi^'aka mountain which stood to the north of it.^ The cave had 
on Inda-sdla tree at its door. As Buddhaghosa informs us, it was a pre-existing 
cave between two hills. But the particular hill in which it was actually situated 
was called Vediyska or Vediya for no other reason than this that it was surrounded 
on all sides by altar-shaped blue rocks.* Neither the text nor the commentacy 
refers to any river in the neighbourhood of this hill. Cunningham, as we know, 
identifies the Vediyafxi mountain with Giryek, and the Indasala cave ivith a 
natural cavern, called Gidha-dwar, in the southern face of the mountain, at 2 
miles to the south-west of the village of Giryek and 1 mile from Jariisandha’s 
Tower {Jardsai\dha-kd-Bait}iak)j about 250 feet above the bed of the GangaugS 
rivulet. “ According to Hwen Thsang, the mountain m which the cave was 
situated ‘ had two peaks ’ and its ‘ sombre gorges were covered with vegetation 
It was * in the precipitous south side of the west peak ' that the * broad low 
•cave ’ wag to be seen.^^ Hweu Thsang's description agrees so far with Buddha- 
ghosa’s account that the cave is placed on a aite of two peaks or mountains, 


■ SathyuUa-Mihiyu* I, p. 206 ; ItAajraul fldja^ht viiatali, Jnthtuft imUntf /nefa^oHa TaitlAg«H 
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and it diifcrs from the latter in so far as it locates the cave od the sooth aide 
of the west peak instead of between the two peaks. The two accounts may, 
no doubt, be harmonised if the Pali scholiast's statement be taken to mean that 
the cave was between two hills, one belonging to the northern raoge of the Rajgir 
hills and the other to the southern. It is difficult to accept Fa-Hien's descrip¬ 
tion of the mountain as ^ a small soUtaiy rocky hiU, at the head or end of which 
was an apartment of stone, facing the southThere is much truth in Per- 
gusaou's opinion that Pa-Hien misunderstood the hill of Bihar-Sarif for the ‘ Indra’a 
cave mounta-nV For going by the description of Buddliaghosa and Hwen 
Thsang, we are not to took for the cave in a ‘ solitary small hill ’ but on a spot 
between two mountains or in a place where there was a mountain with two peaks.* * 

Sappmi occurs as the name of a river or rivulet b the neighbourhood of 
Rajagaha. The Sappini, as its name implies, was a stream with a i^-inding 
course. The Buddha used to sojourn occasionally on its bank.* In one text 
the location of the river is suggested broadly with reference to the city and in 
another we are told that the Buddha walked from the GijjhakQta to the Sappi- 
nitira, which was noted then for a large retreat of the Wanderers.* If Sappbi 
be. as one may be Enciined to think, no other than the modem Panchana river 
we muBl suppose that it flowed in the Buddha's time on the eouth side of the 
city and m its immediate neighbourhood, whereas it has now gone off to the east 
end of the range of Rajgir hills. 

Tie pariMjaiamma oi Udumburiki was a notable retreat built for the 
Wenderere lu the landed estate of Wn»,fa.ra-rfm in tie neighWbood of Raia- 

gaha and Ujjiakuta.* It waa evidently a fen^ p„e«, ftren the More-nivip. on 
the bank of the feuniagadha tank.* 

Tlie Latthivana (Skt. Yagfitivaiia) was the name of the royal park of Bim- 
bi^ra where the Buddha arrived from Gn^dsisa {the main hills of Gaya) and 
halted with the Jatila converts on his way to the city of Rajagriha.- The UtthE- 
vana w^ just a palm-grove’ {tMuyydmi) according to Buddhaghosa* The 
grove .vhich was situat^ in the outskirts of the city of [Mjagahana- 

jmtiporAore) was considered ‘far away’ (a#id«re) as compared with VenLana.* 
^C distance between the city and the palm-grove-by a road which connected 
the two places m said to have been 3 gamtas (« miles}.*® The grove was noted b 
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the Buddha’s time for a * * Bauyati shrioe called Su-ppatitiha-ckdiya.^ There is 
little doubt that the site lay to the west or south-west of Rajagaha.~ The 
Moh&m^u locates it in the interior of a hill Hweu Thsaiig 

describes Yashtivana as * a dense forest of bamboos which covered a mountain 
and points out that above 10 U (nearly 2 miles) to the south-west of it were two 
hot springs.* But he accounts for the name of the site, Yashtivana or * Stick- 
wood by a legend which is ‘ not in agreement with other Buddhist texts jIb 
W atters remarks: “ These books tell us that when he (the Buddha) proceeded 
from the neighbourhood of the Bodhi Tree to pay his hrst visit, os the Buddha, 
to Raj agriha, he rested on the way in Yashtivana, the Stick (or Staff) wood. As 
a variant for Tashri we find Lashti, and there are the two Pali forms Yatthi and 
Latthi. Moreover, we find the place called . . . Subhala^M with the word 

for trees added. It is called in the books a garden or park and in others a moun¬ 
tain. In it was a noted shrine called the Supratuhtha-^aitya^ This Supra- 

tishtha (in Pali JSii/xi/if^Aa), was the god of a banyan tree in the wood, and the 
chatty a, at which Buddha lodged, was apparently only the foot of the banyan 
In one book it is said to be 40 li from Rajagriha, and it was evidently 
to the west of that city, and not far from it. ft is still, accordbg to Cunning¬ 
ham, ‘welbknowTi as the Jakhti-ban, which is only the Hindi form of the Sans¬ 
krit word ’ the two Hot springs ... are still, Cunningham tells us, to 

be found ‘ at a place called Tapoban 

The PasanakG^-chd.iya (PasAotio-cAor/yo) is famous in Buddhist tradition as 
the place where the Buddha had delivered the Pardyamt Discourses,® uow em¬ 
bodied in the concluding hook of the Bidla-mpata~' It lay evidently west or 
south-west of Rajagaha. The S^itiu-nip^a oommentory informs ua that there was 
formerly a d&xtsthdwi or * shrine ’ on a large stone, which became converted in 
the Buddba’a time into a Buddhist retreat, known by the name of Pdsd/^t- 
cMiya or ‘ Rock-shrineSakka is credited with the building of a raahamau- 
dapa upon the rock (SflJH’cwo indpUa~ituihdnio.ndap^* It was situated in Ma,- 
godf^'khetiQ (the religious area of Magadha).*® Dr. Bama who took this rock 
to be identical either with Gorathagiri (Barabar hills) or some hill near it** now 
authorises us to look for it in Hwen Thsang’s Buddhavana, above 100 li (19 miles) 
north-east of the Kukkutapada (iTwr^iAor) mountain. The Buddhavana mountain 
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was, as B«en by Hwen ThGang, a rock ' with lofty peaks and elosely packed 
cliffs \ Buddha had rested in a cave in its steep aide. At the side of this was 
& flat atone which Sakra and BrcAmd used for grinding Oxhead Sandal, The 
Yashtivana lay above 30 li (5 miles) to the east of it.‘ 

The place w’here king Ajataaatru is said to have built a sifipa for the eu* * 
sbrinenient of his share of Buddha's relics® is undoubtedly an important site from 
the Buddhist point of view. Hwen Thsang definitely tells us that this stujia 
or tope stood to the east of Venuvana.® There grew up among the Buddhists 
a later legend, according to which, the relics were miraculously collected from 
almost all the places where they were to be enshrined and deposited in one place 
at Rajagriiia. A stujm was caused to be built by Ajatasiitm at the instance of 
Uahakas}'apa to keep the reUcs preserved underground. The stmctme above 
ground was, according to Buddhaghosa, a pdadna-thUpa or ‘ mound of stone 
The Maiijuiri-mulakal]}a locates the stupa on the east side of the city of Haja- 
grilia and also probably to the east of Venuvana,® while Buddhaghosa places it 
at a south-east quarter of the city (RdjagaJuisaa 'pdchitm-da&khina-disdhAdge).'^ 

The Rajagaraka at Ambalatthika was a garden bouse of kung Bimhimra.'’ 
As Buddhaghosa takes it, AmbalaKbika was an appropriate name for the royal 
park ivith a young tuango-trec at its door.* We should rather think that Araba- 
latthika was the locality where the royal garden house or park was situated. It 
stood midway between Rajagaha and Nalanda * and was the first halting place 
on the high road which extended in the Buddha's time from Rajagaha to Nalanda 
and further east and north-east. 


The site of the Bahupuita cheliya (a sylvan shrine) is also placed midway 
between Rajagaha and Kalanda lA’oihyuWa Nikdya, II, p. 220). 

Nalanda, which became from the 6tb century A.B. a great seat of Buddhist 
leaniiiig, w'aa in the Buddha’s time one of the halting stations on the high road 
connecting Rajagaha with Pdfaligatiut, Kotigama, VesdR, and the rest. Buddha¬ 
ghosa knew it to be a town at a distance of one yojana (about 8 ftiitaaj from 
Rajagaha.” Cunningham identifies the ancient site with the modern vUlage of 
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Bamgfton which lies at the uoiiheTn etid of the preciiicts of the Xalanda Maha- 
vihara. The Pali tejtts. however, refer not ao much to Naknda itself as to 
Pavarika’s Mango-grove in its ^’Icinity &s the real place of importance both to the 
Buddhists and the Jainas.^ According to the tradition tct'owled b)' Hwen 
Thsang, " in a Mango Wood to the south of thia monastery was a tank tiie dragon 
of w’hich was called Nfdanda and the name was given to the monastery. But 
the facts of the cose were that Ju-lai (Buddha) as a P’usa (Bodhisattva} had once 
been a king with hia capital here, that as king he had been honoured by the 
epithet Nalanda or ' Insatiable in giving ’ on account of Ins kindness and liberal¬ 
ity, and that this epithet was ^ven as its name to this monastery”,® The 
Life of Hwen Thsang places Nalanda above seven yojanas (about M miles) north¬ 
east from Mtthabodfii.^ 

Tlic Udana introdnees ns to Kapot^-lamlaTd* * which /JAoiHHJopnki takes to 
be the name of a Bnddhist retreatA He accounts for the name thus; “ Former¬ 
ly the pigeons dwelt in that cavern of the mountain, from which circumstance the 
cavern came to be called Pigeon-cavem The Pali scholiaat does not take 
into his conaideration the fact that ifojxrio-AvwuZom occurs as a feminine form of 
the name. This place w mentioned in the Uddm as a locality at eome distance 
from Rajagaha. Fa-Hien on his way from Pataliputra to Rajagriha arrived at 
a * small solitary rocky bill at the head or end of which was an apartment of 
stone, facing the south. The hill lay some nine yojanas (72 miles) south-east 
from Pataliputra." He inadvertently mistook the apartment of stone for the 
Indasnla-guba, so famous in the tradition of the SakktpaHha'SiUtania. It is al¬ 
most definite that his * small solitary rocky hill was no other than the hill at 
Bihar-fiarif. Hwen Thsang says that a journey of 160 or 100 li (24 or 26 miles) 
north-east from the Indasala cave brought him to a Buddhist establishment 
called Kapota or ' Pigeon monastery Two or three li south from this monas¬ 
tery was ‘ a tall isolated hill well wooded and abounding in flowers and streams " 
and *on the hill were numorouB sacred buildings .... executed with con- 
aummate art/^ 

Pataligama was a village of Magadha. which lay opposite to Kotigama on 
the other aide of the Ganges which formed a natural boundary of the kbgdom 
of Mo<jadha and the territory of the Vriji-Lichchhavk of VaiMli. The Magadhan 
village was one of the halting stations on the high road which extended from 
Rajagaha to Vesall and Other places. The fortification of Pataligama which 
was undertaken in the Buddha’s life-time by the two Brahmin minktem of 
Magadha led to the foundation of the city of Pateliputra" to which the capital of 
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Magadha was removed hy Udayi or UdSpbhadda, the son and successor of 
Ajatasattu. 

Ekanala was a Brah^ village in Dakkhmagiri, an important locality which 
y to the south of the hills of Rajagaha, A Buddhist establishment was founded 
at Ekaaalli m Dahkhinagin.* The Samyuiia^nikdya distinctly places it in the 
kingdom of Magadha, outside the area of Rajagaha.^ 

Nala, Nalaka, Najagama or Nalakagaraa was a village in Magadha, where 
Sariputta died.“ According to the MaJidstithsmna'JdtaJkia, Sariputta was bom 
in the village of Nala and died at a place caUed Varaka ■* Fa-Hien says that 
a yojana {B miles) south-west from the ‘ small solitary rocky hill ’ (which we have 
identified with the hill at Bihar-Saiif) was the village of Nala where Sariputra 
was bom and where he attained his parinirvana.* According to Hwen Thsang, 
the place of birth and death of Sariputra was known at the time of his visit as 
Ka-Io-pi-na-ka, town which he places 23 or 24 li (about 4 miles) east and north- 
from Kotiks (Pali KoHta) * a village where Maudgalyayana was bom and 
where he died. The village of Kolika (a toivn according to Hwen Thmng) 
iteelf is located eight or nine ti (1^ miles) south-west of the NaJanda Monastery.’ 

The Viraanavatthu Commentary* locates Nslakagama in the eastern part of 
Magadha. 

Manimalaka-chetiya was an ancient sacred site in Magadha on which stood 
the mansion of Yakkha Manibhadda.* The shrine was probably no other than 
a sacred tree in w'hich the yakkha dwelt. 

Andhakavinda, Khanumata and Macbalogama are three other localities in 
Magadha which find mention in Pali literature. Of them, the firet was connected 
ifvith RajagahA hy a cart-road^ 

Khanumata was a prosperous and flounshing Brahmin viUage somewhere m 
Magadha, where a Vedic institution was maintained on a land granted by king 
Bimbiflara." The garden AmbaUtthika in the \dcinity of Khanumata was the 
place which became the mte of a Buddhist establishment. 

Machalagama was a well-laid village in Magadha, where the Sun-god and 
the Moon-god were worshipped by the people. The place was bedecked with 
roads, rest-houses, tanks and palatial buildings even long before the advent of 
the Buddha.^* 
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AKTiqUinr AVD HISTORY OF RAJAUKIICA 

3 ANTIOUITV AND HISTORY OF RAJAG^tlHA 

^Vc I 1 SV 6 seen th&t eccordiog to the Jelnn tfAdition rcoorded in Jinjiipni- 
bhasuii'fl FiVidAo/WAo-Mpa, Rajagtiha was not the first but rather the last 
name by which the capital of Magadha came to be knoAvn. i)f the four earlier 
names, Kahitipratishtha. Chanakapuia, V'rishabhapuru, ami Ku^^grapuroi, 
mentioned in the Jain a account, one at least, namely^ Kusagrapura, is met with 
in the Si-ffu-H of Hwen Thsang and the Mauiu^-mulakalpa. Hwen Tiisang'a 
suggestion that ‘ the city derived its name {Ku^agrdjmra} from the excellent 
fragrant reed-grass which ahoimded there’ may be interesting hut not true at 
all. In two of the names, Kusagrapura and Vrishabhapura, one may find per¬ 
petuated the memory of two earlier kings of Magadha, Ku^gra and Vrishabha, 
who figure as sncceasora of Yfibadraiftt^ in the Matit^-purdijia dynastic list of 
kingB.i The city is certainly named Vasumati after its founder Vasu,* and 
Barhadrathapura after its king Barhadratha or Jor^ndha,’ The Jaina list 
of names excludes Girivraja altogether. The Chinese pilgrim, too, does not 
refer to this name by which the capital of Magadha was known in the Buddha’s 
time and also in earlier times. Girivraja and Kajagriha are indeed tlie two names 
by vrhich the capital of Magadha {MtHfodbapura) has been represented in the 
Mahdbharata and throughout the Pali Canon, wliile only one namet Rayagiha 
(Raj agriha) is met with m the Jaina Agama, 

The ancient or earlier capital of Magadha was traditionally known in the 
Buddha’s time as Magadhanath Giribbajaih, the * Girivraja of the Magadlian 
people Giriparikkhepo— ‘a girdle of Jiills ‘an inclosure of hills '—is rightly 

suggested by Buddhaghosa as being the literal meaning of Girivraja, which waa 
a ‘ hill-^rt city a * hill-fortress or a vraja (fort or pasture) betweeu the hills. 
The Chinese pilgrims have rightly described the city. According to Fa-Hien 
it was “ a circular space formed by five hills which stand all round it, and have, 
the appearance of the a ub iirbn.ii wall of a city and according to Hwen Thsang 
it was “ the centre of Magadha and its old capital ”, “ the Mountain-city ", with 
high hdla forming its outer walls.* 

Raj agriha was just another uaiue of the capita). But Hwcu Thsang would 
have us believe that this name was strictly applicable to the new city built either 
by king BinAhdra or by his son and successor, king Ajatasatru, not far to the 
north-east from Venuvana,* Fa-Hien, too, speaks of the * old city ’ and the 
' new city By the old city Hwen Thsang distinctly means Ku^grapuia and 

by the new city, he means the city which king Ajataaatru made his capital. 
Hwen Thsang rightly interprets the name Rajagriha as meaning " the kmg’s 
abode,” ” the royal seatThe etymologicai speculations of the Pali scholiasts 
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over the PaU form gaha of ijriha, Jama giha, gtUnabkrutUta piUirajiinam, “a risk 
for the invading kings” point only to the welt-guarded position of the ancient 
city. 

The Jaina \ ividha-tiitha-kalpa speaks of Rajag^ha as the residence of such 
kings ami princes as Jarasandha, Srenika, KOnika, Abbaya, Megha, Halla, 
lihatla, and Nandishena.' Of them, Jarasandha w’as no other than the most 
powerful king Jarasandha of the Epic fame, Sreniha was the king Seniya Biinbi- 
sara of Pali literature, Kunika was no other tlian king Ajatnsaitu, son and suc¬ 
cessor of Bittibisara. Abhaya was the same as Abhayarajakumaia, and Megha, 
Halhi, Aihatla, and Nandishena were like KOnika and Abhaya, sons of /i^iVahi- 
iara, presumably by different queens. According to the Jaina Nitaya^faliya- 
Svita, \^elialla’s mother was a daughter of Cetaka, the then king of Videha,* while 
according to Buddhist tradition, Ajatasattu was a son of Bimbisara by a Vide- 
han queen {Aj<UdsaUtt I edeMputto).* The Pali anuala clearly attest that Bimbi¬ 
sara also married Eosaladevi who was a sister to king Pasenadi (Pras^mjU) of 
Kosala. There is also mention of Udumbarika de^T, a royal lady, whose rela¬ 
tion with Bmibisara is not precisely known. But it is certain that Bimbisara 
also marri^ pema, a daughter of king Madda.* The Vitiaya Mahavagga tells 
US th^t b^icl 5D0 wiv^ap* 


Kunika is represented throughout Jaina literature as a king of Aiiga who 
reigned in Champa. But the fact is that, he eras only the uparaja or viceroy 
of AAga, which formed an integral part, of the kingdom of Magadha already 
durmg the reign of Bimbisara. There are traditions, however, to show that 
Magadha was once included in the kingdom of Aiiga.’ WTiile a Viceroy of 
.^ga, Kiinika-Ajatasatru, picked up a quarrel with the Vriji-Liciichha^-is of 
Ve^II over the possession of a mineral mine on the boundary of the two terri¬ 
tories. The Pali cominentatorial tradition says that Ajataaatra was unable to 
defeat the Vnil-Lichchharis on account of their national solidarity and mimerical 
strength.* So after h*? had ascended the throne of Magadlw, he became bent 
upon dest.ro,ving the \ liji-Lichchhavis and uprooting their power. He deputed 
his minister \*aTshakara to wait upon the Buddha and have his opinion regarding 
the future of the Vrijis. On coming to know that the Buddha laid much st^ 
on unity as the source of their national strength, Ajata^tru employed two of 
his mmtsters. Bunidha and Vamhakara to build a fort at Pa^igima with a 
view to repel -the Vrijis {Pdtaligdme vagaroth vwpetiii Vajjinoih paiUdhayay 


* Jttim 1, a B. E, p, iiiii. 

* 1, p. 47: E. p. 72. .gjistipii A^Umsattu.) tjA F^AoUi waf« «ni» of iteMiM of Afnma.. I.. 

Ap * '^**‘“*' ^finfijS-lV. 

* Bwidkisl Iw^m^ p, 3. ^ 

* p, i3L 

■ Vni. L 15L 

» IL a Boy Choiiditin*. PoTitioif ffiAorv ^ Antient India, 3id Ed., p. 7A 

• Saim^fala tUdmii, II, pp. 

• ZH^-Riiopa, Up 87. 






ANtiQurry and HUfroRY of iujaorina 


23 


The work of fortification of Pataligama which was witnessed by the Buddha when 
he passed through this village led eventually to the building of the city of Pa^li- 
putra. 

As evidenced by the Pali Canon,^ after the demise of the Buddha, there 
existed an enmity betw'een the king of Magadha on the one hand, and the Vrijis 
of Veaali on the other, the former ultimately gaining victory over the latter. 
We may take it for certain that the capital of Magaflha was transferred to 
Patalipntra hy Uduyibhadra, the sou and successor of Ajatasatru. 

Thus it may he established that Ajataiatru was the real builder of Patali- 
putra, which was in fact the new Rajagriha or new capital of 3Iagadha, as distin¬ 
guished from the old Bajagrilia or Girivraja with its outer area. 

This tradition became somehow twisted and led the Chinese pilgrims Fa- 


liien and Hwen Thsang to speak of the ‘old city’ and the ‘new city" of Raja- 
griha, both with reference to Girivraja, crediting Ajatasatru with the building of 
the ‘ new cityFa-Hien says that a yojana to the west from Nala, the place 
of birth and death of Sdriputra, brought him to ' Kew Rajagriha, the new city 
which was built by king Ajatafetru". Tliere were then two monasteries in it. 
It was enclosed by a wall with (four gates). Three hundred paces outside the 
west gate was the stupa erected by AjSta&itm over a portion of the relics of 
Buddha received by him. tkime four U {leas than a mile) south from the south 
gate was the ‘ old dty of king Bimblsiira *. * a circular space formed b}* five hills 
According to Hwen Thsang. the Kalanda Tank was above 200 paces to the 
north of Venuvana, 2 or 3 li to the north-west of this tank was on A^ka tope, 
and not far to the north-east from this was Rajagriha city the outer wall of 
which was utterlv destroyed; the foundations of the inner wall ^ stood out pro¬ 
minently and were above* 20 li (4 miles) in circuit with one ^te". He tells us 
that ‘king Bimbisara hod Ids capital at Eusagrapura which was constantly 
afflicted by disastrous tires.,.. When a fire broke out In the palace he made his 
heir king, and went to live in the cemetery. Hearing this the king of \aisall 
proceeded to invade Magadlia, whereupon this city was built, and the inhabitants 

of Ku^agrapur all removed to it. But there was another story which ascnb- 

ed the building of this city to Ajata^tru whose successor made it his capital. 
It is not a fact that, ‘ A^ka removed the seat of government to Pa^Uputra 
D. N. Sen has felt the difficulty in accepting the truth in the Chinese p“- 
grim"a story of New Rajagriha without being able to trace ite source. 

New Rajagriha or new capital of Magadha was no other 

was built by Ajatasatni with a view to repel the attacks o t e ® *** ® * 

and made capital bv Ajata^tru’s successor Udayi or Udayibliadm. There may 
be some truth in the suLstion made by Hwen Thsang that the cause of removal 
of the capital was a fire which broke out in the old capital. Urn has rig y 
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drawn our attention to a statement in the M^hinut-nikaya that Ajataaattu, 
the king of Magadha, caused the ‘ fortifications of the old capita! to be repaired? 
os a preparation gainst a threatene<l invasion by the king {Chanda Pajjota) of 
Ujjain But Ajatasattu miglit have undertaken to repair the old capital on 
his accession to the throne as was usual with the kings of ancient India.^ 
Buddhaghosa speaks of the inner city {antonoffara} and outer city 
ffara) of Rajapha.^ According to the JtaJavada-JdiaJia, the outer city consists 
of the localities at the four gates {ehatv-dmra-yama},'* Though Buddhaghosa 
tells us that the city of Rajagaha was fitted with 32 main gates and 64 lesser 
gates (posterns), the principal gates m-ere really four. According to the SvUa- 
nipdta-Cmnrnentary, for instance, the Bodhisattva on his first visit to Raiamha, 
entered it by the east gate.* Buddhaghosa informs us that when king Ajata- 
saUu wanted to wait upon the Buddha in Jivaka's Mango-grove, he was escorted 
to the place by the eastern gate of the city (pdcAwo^ftarewfl)* Hwen Thsang 
distinctly mentions the north gate and a narrow outlet on the west through the 
high bills.* Tiic locality at the east gate was apparently a long narrow strip 
of and betoeen two ranges of hills and it probably extended as far north-east 
jw the iTndhra-dvara cave. The locality at the south gate was known as Bak- 
khinagin. The i^nie locality must have extended as far south-west as the west 
gate. The locality at the north gate is preciselv that which ia described by 
Chinese pUgrims as the 'new city’ or 'New Rajagriha’. The new Rajagrihn 
wa.s nothmg but a palace-area in the outer city. This area was, uccording to 
a-Hien, enclosed by a wall W'ith four gates, tlie west and south gates beinif 
distinctly referred to.® As noticed by Hnen Thsaug, this palace-area was 

^ in circuit with one 

gate The di.stnuce between the south-gate of new Rajagrilia (Plate U<i) and the 

noftli gate of GirivTaja was, according to Fa-Hien, four li (less than a mile), Pa- 
Hien places the stupa built by Ajata^tru just 300 paces outside the west gate of 
new Rajagriha.1* llwen Thsang places this .stQpa to the east and the Kalanda tank 
above 200 paces to the north of Vemivana. He noticed an A^ka tope with a 
stone pillar bearing an elephant two or three li (about half a mile) to the north 
west of the Kalanda tank, while the new Rajagriha lay not far to the north-east 
from the Atoka tope.n One may rightly assume that thb palace-area the 
^ enuvana, the Kalanda tank, the Tapotlarama, and the rest lay all to the east 
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of the bit-AvaiiA or Cemetery-grove which formed the western end of the locaUty 
at the north gate of Girivraja. But it is probable that this locality extended, 
north-east along the northern range of Rajgir hills over a pretty long distance* * 
We might say that lA^hwana {Yashtitsana'^ or Palm-grove or Bamboo-wood of 
was on the outskirt of the hahinagara towards the south-west and the 
Royal pleasannee at lay on the outskirt of the same towards the 

north-east'. 

The road from the east gate of Raj'agaha led to a village called Andhakat- 
vinda^ In the vicinity of GijjhQhiU<t w’as the Sumdgadha tank on the bank of 
which was a free feeding ground of the peacocks. The landed property of 
Vd^tfnhaHka rfm lay near this tank, while the river iSoppr'n? (modem Paneftand) 
flowed not far from it. There was a famous Brahmin village by the name of 
Ekanala in Tktdtkkhiffgiri. a locality at the south gate of Rajagaha. 

Beyond the Inthinatiarti lay the Magadha jannptida which extended as far 
north-east as Pataitgama and the Ganges and as far south-west as Gorathagin 
or Barabar hills. The mja^m at Ambalatthika, Pavarika’s Mango-grove at 
Nalanda and Patallgama were Iialting places on the high road which connected 
Rajagaha with VesalT, Kapilavatthu, SavatthI, Kosamhl, Ujjenl and PatitthanaA 
The Manimalaka-chetiya, the Bahuputta chetiya, the Kapota-kandarn, the 
Ambalatthika at Khanumata, Machalaganm, and the Faeanaka-chetlya were 
some of the notable sites in the Magadha janapada. According to the Vinaya 
Pi taka, the kingdom of Magadha contained 80,000 villages, all under the sway 
of king Bimbisara.^ The city of Eajagaha was surrounded by fertile rice-fields 
that are ‘described to have been divided into -short pieces and in rows, and by 
outside boundaries and bv cross boundaries 

The inner city was the palace-area within the girdle of five hills. This was, 
according to Fn-Hieu, the ‘old city of king Bimbisara, from east to west about 
five or six li (nearly a mile), and from north to south seven or eight (more 
than a mile)*.'^ This was, according to Hwen Thsang, Kuiagrapura, ‘ the city 
of the -superior reed-grass, the centre of Magadha, and its old capital 
with a narrow outlet on the west and a passage on the north ‘ through the 
mountain * above loO li (25 miles) in circuit ‘A We read in the Kamayana 
that ‘ Vasu the fourth son of Brahma built Girivraja, the ancient capital of 
Magadha Tire BniAtnapum^o tells us tlmt Prithu ‘ gave Magadha to Magadha 
being highly pleased with his song in praise of the samrat The Mahabharata 
mentions Jarasandha, son of king Brihadratlia, a.s a very great and powerful 
king of Magadha who reigned in the city of Girivraja or Rajagriha ‘ well g;uarded 
by iuouutaiQ.s on all sidesThe Padmapurana says that Jarasandha, 
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the ffreat kin^j of Maga<3hfl. besieged Mathura with hie large armj^ of twentr- 
three (^kshoxthi 1 i^s,^ The Vish’Mtpttta^fta adds that Jarasaticlha gave his two 
daughters in niarriage to Ktuitstt, the king of Mathura, and that when Kaiiisa 
was killed by Krishna, Jarasandha marched with his army to Mathura to destroy 
Krishna with all the Yadavas and attacked ilfatjt«rd only to he repulsed with a 
heavy loss,® In agreernent with the account in the Mah&bhdrat^t the lihdifavaia- 
Puranrt narrates that Bhima, Arjuna and Krishna went to Girivraja where 
Bhima killed Jar&eandha and Krishna made Sahadeva* * son of Jarasandha, the 
king of Magadha and released all the kings imprisoned hy Jarasandha.® 
According to the 5an<iijwinvj of the JfoAoAAura/a, Jarasandha hearing of the 
valour of Karna, fought with him but was defeated, and being pleased w’ith 
his great skill in arms, made him the king of the city of Slalini.'* In the 
Adifarvft Jarasandha is represented as a reincarnation of Viprachitti. a chief of 
the demons.® The Sabhaparva relates that Bhima proceed«i again to Cliriv- 
raja where he forced Sahadeva to pay taxes to liini, and that at the Hajasuya 
sacrifice, Sahadeva was present as one of the vassals of the The 

Vdyiiifajiarva show's that at the Kurukshetra battle Dhrishtaketu helped the 
Pantjavas with the fourfold amiy.^ j\nd in the Aieamedhaparm we are told 
that Meghasandbi. son of Sahadeva, ofiered battle to Arjuna who defeated him.® 

Pargiter has sought to show on t)ie evidence of the Puranas that the dyiiastie.s 
of Magadha and the adjoining countries descended from Kura’s son Sudhanvan. 
Vasu the fourth in succession from Sudhanvan conquered (Thedi from the Y&da- 
vas, and also annexed the adjoining countries as far as Magadha. 'Wlien lie 
offered to divide his five territories among his five sons, his eldest son Brihad- 
ratha took Magadha with Girivraja as its capita! and founded the famous Barha- 
dratha dynasty there." According to the Paiiranic lists of kings, the successors 
of Jarasandha. son of Brihadratha, reigned in Magadha for a thousand years, 
Ripunjaya being the last, king of this dynasty.Ripunjaya was killed hy hb * 
minister Pulika (1 Supika, Munika, Sunakaj who anointed his son Pradyota by 
force. Five kings of the Pradyota family ruled over Magadha for 138 years, 
after wliich the SUnnagas came into power. Sisuuaga made Girivraja ' liis 
own abode King Blmbisara who was the tilth in descent from Sisunaga reign¬ 
ed for 28 or 38 years. Ajato^tru who succeeded Blmbisara was the king for 
25 years. Ajataiatm was followed by Darfiaka who was the king for 25 or 27 
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years. After Daraaka, Udayin became king and made Kusmnapura (Patob- 
putra) his capital, KusuDiapura being situated on the south bank of the Ganges.’ 

The early records of Buddlilsm open tlie political Iiistory of Rujagaha and 
Magadha with the reign of king Beniya Bimbi.sara. The Mahavaiiisa assigns 
to Bimbisara a reign of o2 years, and to Ajatasatru a reign of 32 years.- Accord¬ 
ing to the same authority, Ajataaatru was succeeded by his son Udayabbadda 
who reigned for 16 years,* We are definitely told in the Mahdmmsd that the 
Buddha was senior in age to Bimbiaara by five years. In the 16th year of his 
reign the Buddha entered upon his career as a teacher of the dJiamma^ and in 
the 8th year of the reign of Ajatasatru he attaiued imhe^parinibbaivit.* That 
Udayabbadda or Udayibhadda was the son and successor of Ajatasatru is dearly 
borne out by the Samannapkala-satbi.^ 

During the reign of Bimbisara and Ajata^tru the city of Rujagaha was at 
the height of its prosperity. Anga formed an integral part of the kingdom of 
Magadha. The kingdom of Magadha comprised an area covered by the districts 
of Gaya and Bhagalpur. Kaj^;aha ranked then with Champa, SavatthI, Saketa, 
Kosambf, and Benares as a city inhabited by many a rich and influential Khat- 
tiya, BrahmaM and Gahupati or Banker.'* The Jain texts describe Rajagaha 
as a city which w'as rich, happy and thriving." It must have lost its glory with 
the removal of the capital to Pa^liputta or Kusumapara by Udayibhadda, soma 
28 years after the Buddha’s denuae. The latter continued to be the capital up 
to the Maiuya reign and after. But the Hathigumpha inscription of Khiiravela 
lifts up the veil for a moment, and shows that when Briha.spa«imitra was the 
king of Magiidita and king Kharavela of Kalinga inarched towards JIagadha after 
having stormed Gorathagiri, the latter brought a pressure to bear upon Raja- 
gaha {li^w/ahain upajn4dj)ayiiti).^ Rajagaha must have been used by the then 
king of Magadha if not aa a capital at least as a strong fortresa against foreign 
inroads. The same Hathigumpha inscription refers to Anga and Magadha as 
countries united into one kingdom. 

The describes Girivraja or Rajagpha, the capital of Jarisandha, 

as a city which had a teeming population and a*as noted for the liot springs 
(fopodas). According to this Epic, the city lay concealed in fragrant Lodhra 
forests and abounded with the Pipjxda and trees. J imprablta-sOri 

tells us that it contained 36,000 houses of merchants, the half of which belonged 
to the Buddhists, and the other half belonged to the Jamas shown forth in 
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the middle as a row of magnificent buildmgs.* Buddhaghosa, too, meationa 
Bajagaha as a city, the inner and outer areas of which contained each nine crorea 
of people. The Pali scholiast says that the dty was surrounded 1>v a wall 
{p^a} and an under world (petoiofe). He associates the hot spiingg only 
with the Vebhara mountains, though they are to be found also in the Vipulagiri 
and in a place caUed Tapoban. According to the Great Epic the men of all the 
four castes lived in the city. The PaU texts themselves introduce iis to a good 
many Brahmins, Nobles and Traders, 

We are not, however, to think that Rajagriha remained populous and pros¬ 
perous throughout its history. Both Buddhaghosa and Dhammapala tell us 
that this city suffered strange reverse of fortune. It was a city in the time 
of the Buddha or in the time of a king overlord, while at other times it became 
empty (deserted) and seized by the Yaklchas and stood as their forest abo(le.* 
W^hen Fa-llien \nsite<l the place in the 6th century A. D, he found the sites still 
there as of old, but inside the city all was ' emptiness and desolation \ no man 
dwelt iu it.* Plague iti}itvaIa-rog<f) was a recurring pestilence of the placed 
The Karanda Venuvana monastery was ' still in existence *, tenanteil by a ‘ com¬ 
pany of monks .And at the time of Hwen Thsang’a visit in the 7tb century 
A. D, *tbe only inhabitants of the city were 1,000 Brahmin families', and many 

Digambaras lodged on the P{-pu-h (roififtaro) mountain and practised austeri¬ 
ties incessantly.® 


4 ANTIQUITY AND LOCATION OF THE FIVE HILLS 

Traditionally Girivraja, the most ancient known capital of Magadha, was 
a well-fortMed city in the midst of live hills." These hills were as impregnabie 
^ now for an invader to attack or enter the city. They are not named alike 
in the Mababharata and the Pali works. Even in the iAfahabharata itaeli they 
Mc not named alike. fn the Pali works the names are the same, but they vary 
in order. Tlie first list in the Maliabharata gives the names as: Vaihara, Varaha 
V^shabha, Rishigiri, and Subhachaityaka, The second list introduces * the five 
hills as: Paiidara, Vipula, Varaha, Chaityaka, and Mataftga. Evidently, then 
\araha and Chaityaka are the two names tlint are common to the two lists' 
The Pali Isigili-Sutta mentions the five lulls in a definite order as; laigiji 
Vebhara, Fa^dava, Ampulla, and Gijjhaku^; or as; Vehhaia, Pandava, Gijfba! 
kuta, and IsigUi, the two lists varying according as we begin with Isi<dli or with 
Vebhara. The order of five names is changed m the Pali commentaries, one of 


madbyB cliSrfa«t«MminiAAiii ywy* prfitid*-p*iitlinijii itiym}} piokaliTttiAiljrinn. ^ hftin 

*SumaSfabi-^^. I SiamMe Ed., p. Tfl ! Taw pan ‘man SudiOa-taU 

kaU ^ aajjaraw »<*. pnUia-pari^iian. t^n ««-a.,«aa« kum minti 

* Legge'a Fa-I/itn^ p, 82L 

* VMiiaAitMtcftii CamiMejaary, p. IOC. 

* Legso'a F9‘Hven, p, S4, 

* WsUen' riuw CAmmp, II, pp. IS4, Ifli 

* t'Vnalw.ratta.Cawwe.a.wy. p. as. paikJnnmn anim nmajjU. 
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them enumeiating them as: Pandava, GijjhakQta, Vebhara, Isigili, and Vepul]a.‘ 
and the other as: leiglli, VepuUa, Vebhara, Pa^ilnva, and Gijjhakuta.* * 

Stated m temis of the Jama or modem names of the Rajglr hills, the north 
gate of Girivraja lies between the Vaihharagiri and the VipuIagiH: the south 
gate between the Sonagiri and the Udayagiri; the east gate either between the 
Sonagin and the Ratnagiri, or between the Udayagiri, on one side, and the 
Chhathagirj and Sailagiri. on the other; and the west gate between the Vaibha* 
ragin and the Sonagiri. The Vaibharagiri lies to the west and the Vipulagiri 
to the east of the north gate. The Sonagiri lies to the west and the Udayagiri 
to the east, of the south gate. The Ratnagiri, Chhathagiri and Sailagiri lie to 
the north and the Sonagiri and Udayagiri to the south of the east gate. Similar¬ 
ly the Vaibharagiri lies to the north and the Sonagiri to the south of tlie west 
gate.® If the palace area, as found enclosed by a triangular or quadrangular 
wall, be supposed to have been the whole of the (firivraja, as known in the Bud¬ 
dha's time and before, it must appear as a city with three gates and guarded not 

by live but by four hills only, namely, the Yaiblmia, the Viptila, the Eatna, and 

the Sona. If, on the other band, the Chhathagiri^ or iSailagiri® be identified 
with Gijjhakuta and the Udayagiri he precluded from the list of five hills, tlio 
south gate of (iiri\'Taja remains altogether unexplained, and the inclusion of 
Gijjhakuta in the list becomes unnecessary. Cunningham identifies the Pali 
Vebhara mountain with the modem Yaibharagiri, and D. N, Sen argues in favour 
of identification of the Pali Vepulla with the Vipulagiri and the Pali Piindava 
with the Ratpagiri. They say nothing definitely about the Isigili, If the 
Isigili be no other than the Sonagiri, we fail to understand why the Udayagiri 
should be left out of all consideration. One must, therefore, patiently consider 

the location of the live hills as suggested in Buddhist literature, the Pali canonical 

texts in particular. 

Buddhaghosa rightly points out that in the Isigili Sutta the five hills are 
mentioned in the very order in which they stood to each other: Vebhara, 
Pandava, Vepidla, Gijjhakuta, and Isigili.* In one of the Pso/nia of the Eftrty 
Brethrenj too, the Vebhara and the P^d^v^i mentioned as though they stood 
side by side.^ In both the il/oAHyorttttiififltio-jSwtfaM/o and the Vinaya ChuUa- 
the Battapa^i or Sattapama cave is placed on a slope of the Vebhaja 
mountain the Vaihara which is described in the Mak^fidrain 

as a * massive rock' {Vipuia &aila). The Pali Canonical texts and commen¬ 
taries are silent as to the aide of the hill on which the cave was actually situated. 
The Mohdvetsiu definitely locates the cave on the north side of the Vailiara hill 
and on that spot where the fiat rocky floor was beautifully covered with trees. 


^ p, 382^ 

* m&p jmb liHtu H] by Siif jehn in A. S, JUpetrt for 1^- XXIXi 
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Fa-Hien does not oame the hill but certainly means the Vaibharagiri’ on the 
north of which he found * *the cavem called Srataparria.’ Hwen Thsanp locates 
the cave b the same way on the north side of what he calb Pi-pu^h mountain, 
by which he, no doubt, meant the A^ibharagiri.* Both Buddliaghosa and Hwen 
Thsang identify the mam hot springs of Rajgir with this very hill. Thus it may 
be abiost decisively established that the Pali Vehhara mountain b no other than 
the Vaibharagiri in the valley of which was the citj- of Rajagriha or Ku^grapura,* 
Accordbg to the Isigili-Sutta, the Pandava was the hill which stood"^ nest to 
the V ebhara, and the VepuHa stood next to the Pandava. That is to say. the 
Pandava occupied the same position b relation to the VMara as the Jaina 
\ipulagin or Vipub pan^ata. So doubt there is a verbal t-orrespondence between 
the two names. Aepulla and Vipida. As a matter of fact, both the spolUmra of 
tbe name are met with in Pali. In one of the in the SmnvoBn-wMw,, 

tl.e \ .puUgiri la pr«*,l „ the best of the Kajpr hills (I'lpa/o mjrnrthmvirn 
mn P^aoichati,.* In another giithl, the Vepnlle i, sail ,« have been 

caU^ a massive hill (oMhoto I'epaWo poMato Bnt even these ,lo not 

deeide the issue. For, in the flnt place, the Mahobhareta applies «>/« Ma 
oa an epthet to the Vaihira mountain: socondly, the LnKtavielara apeaka of 
die Papdava m the best of the Bajgir hills (parvataraja),” ami thiniiy, Hwen 
Thsang appheil the name F.-pa-fo (Flpa/a) monntain evidently to no other hilf 
than the \aibh5ragiri. In seeking to identify the Pamlav. with liatnagiri 

that the Pa^va hill could be reached by the Bodhisattv. by coming out of 
the eity of Eijagaha by the east gate. Bnt we saw that tins is not warranted 
by the text iMf winhh, like the Jataka Nidana-kathk, reinnina silent about the 
gate by which the Bodbsattva entered and came out of the city 

The tiowpatfn-aifcSga Locates the Vepidla mountain to the north of the 
Gljjhakn^ ami places it in the midst of the girdle of hills. If the VepuUa be 
identiaed imtli the Vipulagin and the Gijjhakuta either ivith the Chhatliagiri or 
Saila^, rt nmy he shown that it lira to the north of the latter, bnt it 
certoul.v shoira that the \ ipiilagiri has its place In the iiiidat of the girdle of 
hiUs The Vepnila end the Gijjhakata mimt have ton the 

lulls ^t encla«d between them the whole of the east gate of RSj.gaha which 
extended over a dietanc. of live or «x miles, U., „p to the modern Gridhradvto 

Let ua briefly consider the teatimony of the Chmese uilirpims Ii’iiH.^ u 
Fa^ffien visited lUj^riha Girivraia was empty and desolate and no man LZ 
m It. He t^k for his guidra two bhikshn, who were long resident* of the place. 
He had to keep along the niountoina on the south-east snd proosed fifteen li 


1 Fa-H^n, gs, 

* TmiJi CAlninr^ 15 ^ 1 ^ 

^ yimdha-flHka-laalpa, p„ 22, 
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'(24 [nil6$) bcfote he could reach the foot of Giidbrakutai whicli he knew to he 
the highest of all the five hills. Below the summit and apparently on the north 
side was a cavern or rocky apartment facing the south, in which Buddha sat in 
meditation, Near hj to the oortli-west from this, was another cavern, where 
Ananda sat in meditation and Mara Pisima came to frighten him in the diggnise 
of a vulture. There were ‘ caverns also of the Arhats several hundred in all. 
In front of the Buddha a rocky apartment was the place where the Master used 
to walk from cast to west. One could see the very rock which Bevadatta hurled 
at the Buddha “ from among the beetling cli^s on the north of the mountain.''^ 

Hwen Thsaog had to walk 14 or 15 11 (2| miles) north east from Giriviaja 
to reach the Griclhrakuta or ' Vulture Peak mountain ’ which wa.s ‘ continuous 
with the south side of the north mountain \ The north mountain was appa- 
rently the mountain which lay to the north of GridhrakQta, Mt. Gridlirakiite 
‘ rose to a great height, blending with the empyrean ’, Its summit was a perch 
for vultures, and was ' like a terraceThere was a road from the foot to the 
top made by king Bimhkara. The top was 'elongated from east to west, and 
narrow from north to south*. Close to a cli3 on the west side was a magni- 
ficeut brick hall, opening to the east. To the east of this hall was a large stone, 
an exercise place of the Buddha, ami at its side a rock, about 14 feet high and 
above 30 paces in circumference, where Bevadatta hurled a rock at the Buddha. 
To the south of the temple, and at the side of the cliff, was a large cave in which 
the Buddha once sat in satnadJd. North-west from this was another cave, with 

a large flat stone, in front of which Mara in the guise of a vulture threatened 

Ananda, Near the temple were caves in which Sariputra and other Arhats 
went into aaiaadhi* 

None of these two accounts shows that the Chinese pilgrims meant to connect 

the Gridhrakuta with the northern range of Kajgir hills. Pa-Hien found it 

along the mountains on the south-east, and Hwen Thsang found it continuous 
with the souUi side of the mountain to tlie north of it. One cannot possibly 
say that even at a distance of 2^ miles the Gridhrakuta was continuous with the 
Jaina Vipulagiri. Tiie presence of caves nee<L not worry u.s in identifying the 

Gijjhakiita of the Pali texts. For there is hardly any Pali reference to caves 

on this mountain. But there are a few other facts that need our constHeration, 

The Pali te-xts suggest proximity of the GijjbakuU to a Patibliana-kfiU or 
' Elchoing peak *, Accorrling to Buddhagho.sa, the latter was a boundary rock 

{mariyadapaadna). The peak at the eastern end of the Sonagiri may be verit¬ 

ably regarded as the Parihhana-kuta of Pali literature. Secondly, the Vinaya 
Chullavagga suggests the existence of a western shade of the Gijjhakiita which 
lay between the two peaks that stood very close to each other. The south¬ 
western comer of the Udayagiri and the south-eastern comer of the Sonagiri 
answer well to this description. Thirdly, the Udumharika-Butta suggests the 
existence of a famous tank called Sutnagfidhct, nith a peacock’s free feeding ground 
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on ite banks, in proxiroitj to the Gijjhakfita, The landed estate of Udumbarika 
devi Iny not far from it. Fourthly, the Sariiyutta-nikfiya 8UgjG;eata proximity 
of the Gijihaknta to the river Sappini which b, perhaps, no other than the modem 
Pamhana, Sixthly, the Deer Park at Moddakucbchhi or Adrikukshi m another 
ancient site which is located in the immediate neighbourhood of tlie Gijjhakilte' 
mountain. Seventhly the SamaMa^hala-Sutta records a nocturnal visit of k-ing 
Ajatasattn to Jivaka’s Mango^grove without any reference to the Gijihakiita.' 
But Buddliaghosa locates the Mangoirrove between the GijjhakQta and the city- 
wall.^ Fa-Hien found it at the north-east comer of the (old) citv in a (large) 
curvui^ space, without any reference to the Gridlirakiita.a Hwen Thsang too 
makes no reference to the Gridhrakfita when he locates the mango-grove'in a 
bend of the mountain wall, ^north-east from Srigupta’s Fire-pit'.-* * 

Lastly, the Majjhitm-tiik&ya refers to the Kajaaila or ' Black Rock ' on a 
slope or eide of He /e^K which stoori so near the Gijjhakat. that it «ws potaible 

rfenMed mth the Udayngin and connected with the «,nthen. range of the Rajgir 

As for the “tiqufty of the five hilis, it is slated in the J>igm-S,,IU. that ail 
^ hdle eneept the iMgtU had .Merent names in diffwent ageaA The 
ntJnyn mentions, for instance, the cose of the VepuUa mountain Thb moan 

iTirL ’^r “ “ **■' P«l>h»vadisa, and tho poopfe 

the name of Vaokoko, mid the people of th. locality wore called Kohitnaaao. In 
t^ third »‘“g« n^yf the mountain changed into Supassa and the nnmo 
of the people of the oeahty became Snppiyas. And in the feurth or last sUgo 

« M"Xkas^'”° '™ " ' ““ ^ 

Both the ^dmjmKn-niioyn. and itn commentaiy pra.suppoeo a long period 
m necountmg for the geological evolution of the Rai-ir hiuT With ! / 
to the VepuUa, for instanoe, w. are told in the tent thl't i/fporsonb 
reborn dnrmg „„ aeon, eavmg hi. bones to be bcaped up in oie place, the 
mnletion may be equal to the sine of the VepuU. mount.in.t Budd^h^ 
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adds til At the period covered bj the evolution of invertebrates is much longer 
than that of evolution of the vertebrates. The history of the Vepulla mountain 
is to be traced from an intermediate period when the vertebrates proper had not 
appeared on this earth.^ 

5 rAjag^iiha in religious history 

The primitive religion of Bajagriha was no other than that which prevailed 
all over the kingdom of Magadha. It consisted chiefly in the worship of Nagas, 
Yakshos and other minor deities.® Buddhaghosa speaks of the existence of a 
beautiful and spacious Naga-world under the VebiaTO. mountain.* The Malia- 
bh^rata refers to tbe temples of two Pannagas or Nagas, namely^ Maninaga and 
Svastika, in GirivTaja.* The Maniyar Slath, now exposed to view by the Aichieo- 
logical Department,* Is really the temple of mentionc<l in the Great 

Epic. 

As regards the we have, in the first place, mention of a YaksJta 

named Sivaka who guarded the Sitavana or Cemetery-grove. The 

demi'god is described as a being who possessed .supernatural powers and could 
produce supernatural plienonicna at his sweet will.* Next we have mention 
of a Yaksha named Indaka (/jairotu) whose dwelling was on a peak called tnda^ 
kOta.’ Sakka ((SoAto, a Marukayika demi-god) figures as another Yaksha who 
dwelt on Jit, Gijjhakuta.* The Yaksha Manibhadda (d/amiAodm) was wor. 
shipped at a shrine m Magidha, called Manimalaka-chetiya,® The .\fakasarmya 
Sutianta mentions Kumbhira (elsewhere, Gambhira) as a Yaksha-chief of Mja- 
gaJia whose dwelling was on Mt. Vepulla.^" 

Among other minor deities of Rajagaha who were of a benevolent kind, 
the Devftputta-Sarhijuit^t btroduces us to Asama, Sahalf, Niihka, Akotaka, 
Ye^ambarT, Manava-gamI and *Dighalatthi who were upholders of various higher 
reli^ous doctrines that were promulgated m the royal city,^^ The early records 
of Buddhism clearly attest that the hills of Rajagaha were, accordmg to the 
popular belief then prevalent, visited from time to time by such higher deities 
and angels as Sakka {^kra) and Sahampati Brahma {So*hampati Bralnad}. The 
SokJcchpanha-SultOMto con tains a romantic account of a visit of Sakka with hia 
harper Paficbasikha Gaudhabhaputta to the Indasakguha at the Vediyaka moun- 
tam when the Buddha was sojourning there. ^ 
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The stawo-inuges found around the Maniyar-Math fo the inner eitr of Riia- 

con^st of the folio Wing figtlfe-q I ^ 

(IJ Ltngffl, covered with a garland of flowers, standing on circular base 
mouldwl m the shape of a flower-pot* 

(2) Bdmftum, standing, four arms, two upper hands cut off, two lower 
ones resting on ehoulders of small male and female attendants. 
Crown on head; hair arranged in curls, garland over left shoulder 
/,! rock-work on base points to his residence in hills. 

{ ) Head covered by cobra wntli five hootls. left hand falls dohm 

holding undefined object like a safikha or shell, uplifted right with 
rosan’. ^ 

liand, resting on Lip 
opened {varada- 

(5) Aoj^I, cobra with three (or five?) hoods over head, right hand upUfted, 

l<?it haQo hangs down* 

(6) Guncia, S«it«i on rocks, holds mango (?) in hfo right hnnd. both upper 

•mis wear bracelets, strinp of bcada imnmd neck and forehead, 
three headed cobra twiated around his body. 

(7) ^oga Erect; head coveted by cobra with three hoods: uplifted 

nght hand holds rosaiy, left hand hangs down. 

(8) A®fo. EcMtj head rovered by cobra with ona hood; gesture 

nght hand tMoriamiafrd ; left hand resting on bin 

(9) i\o^. Erect; cobrs with three hoods over head; left hand 

nangmg down ; right hand raised. 

(U) One stme-scalpture from Rajagriha, presents on one side standing Bgiires 
of eight fnaafo,, the head of each of whom beam a cobra h<^. and 
on the other, two standing human figures, with a Brahmi inscription 

(I to I0| the foUowing observations of Bloch .le worth quoti^: 

" It will he observed that among the divinities in the list, thers is one at lea^t 
Banasura, whore name occurs in conneolfon with the Krishna legends 

divine here, and it was in this fight that Baniisnin fost two of his haods^ Now 
considering the mtmiatc connection that exists between the Kria^a legend and 

eartlied A hasanfons to suggest that the bailding un- 

Mrtlied, situated almost right in the centre of the old city was some IriL „» 

P^heon of Wja^lm, snd that the varioii. figures of nigns and nig^ reml^t 

certam serpeatfoeities, whom popular religion worshipped at dist^pliLi on 

■“ -““-T-rea ifo n,. 
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the sarroimdmj» hilb. The fact that some of the divinities have been represent¬ 
ed as inhabiting hills, to which we have drawn special attention in the list above, 
fits well into this argument. Old niinerl temples of Ga^e^ and ^)iva {IMah^dcva) 
still remain on Vaibhara-gtrt, and it is merely owing to our imperfect knowledge 
of Hindu mythology, that we have been constrained to describe the sin serpent- 
deities in the list merely as nagas or nagiB, without calling them by tbeir proper 
names. One among them very likely Ls the naga Mauikara, whose name still 
survives in the modem world Maniyar Math, b}’ which the locality now gocs.”* *^ 
Kajagnha was popularly kno^vn to have been so much under the influence 
of such malevolent spirits as Nagas and Yakshas that even the Buddhist Bhikshus 
had to be furnished w'ith a Paritta or ' Saving chant ’ in the shape of the MahS- 
afdnaiiya-SuHantit for their protection against theni.^ 

Indian literature Is wanting in evidence as to the prevalence of fetishism m 
Eajagriha at any period of its history. The Siitta-mpat^ and its commentary 
refer to on ancient place of worship {de&UtiKim) in Mayadlui-khetia, known as 
Pdsa^aka^hdiyti {Rocky shrine). It is possible that a holy stone on thb rock 
w'as then the actual ob}ect of worship. Tlie Gunasila-chetiya mentioned in the 
Jaina Uvasagarlasao was undoubtedly a primitive object of worship of this very 
di^ription. 

The Tapodas or hot springs and the Tapoda or Sarasvati carrying water from 
those hot springs were popularly regarded a.^ punyatirthas or places for holy 
ablutions. Thus those hot springs and fiot streams served to make Rajagriha 
a place of pilgrimage to the Hindu folk in general, then as now. The Chinese 
pilgrim bears a glowing testimony to this in the following words ; 

“The fountain stream flowwl in 500 branches past the Small Hot wells, and 
tills made the water of the springs hot. All these springs had carved stones 
such as heads of lions or white olephanta,^^ or they had stone aqueducts to lead 
the water into the tank made of stone slaba. People came from various lauds 
to batlie in these tanks, and often wont away healed of old maladies."* 

The hot springs of Raj^ha survive till to-day. They are found, as 
Cunningham records, * on both banks of the Sarsuti rivulet ; one half at the eastern 
foot of Mount Baibhar, and the other half at the western foot of Mount Vipula 
The Pippahs {Ah'oUhts) and Nyagiodhas were the sacred trees at the place 
03 in other parts of India. The Gotama-nigrodha was the most famous banyan 
tree of RajagfiJM. The supaitttha and the Bahuputtachetiyas were two other 
holy banyan trees on the outskirts of the city. 

As for Brahmanism, we saw that the ^Iahdbh«ra^^M. invests Rajagriha with 
■ hoary antiquity and- describes it as the place where lived such ancient Vedic sages 
and seera as Dirghatamas, Gautama, and Kakshivan. The Great Bpic faith¬ 
fully depicts the hills of Rajagriha as places which were suitable retreats for inanj' 
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»iddhns and tupasas.^ The Pali commentaries speak of Rdjoffriha hj, a residcnco 
of sucli holy peraonaoes of old as Mf^offomnda and Afandhm,* 

The Pali fsigili-Sutfa represents Rishigirj (“ the Hermits ’ Hilts ”) as laigili 
fRishipli) or the hill which, according to popular impression, swallowed up the 
ifisliw). The local people could see when those hermits entered the hills hut 
never saw^ them coming out of it. So another impression was that those hermits 
dwelt in it for ever (cAira-Jinio^ino}. The hermits are honoured in the Sutta as 
pachcheMttddJtas or Buddhas who bad attained siddJti for their own good only. 
Mt. Rishigiri or Bishigili was associated with a tradition of five hundred n^his 
w^ho came to live in it for ever. The Pali Sutta mentions a good many of them 
by name: AriljJia, TagarattikM, Yasassi, Sudassana, 

Gmdhara (a rishi whose birth-place was probably Gandhdra), PUy^ola, UpdsMa, 
Tfttha, Sitiuvd, Bknvitiitta, Sutrtldta, Sidiha, ^lefhula, Atthmm, Sumegha, 
Anigha, Stiddlfta, Hitigu, I/inga, two Jalis, AUhaka, AWa {probably one from 
Kosatal Sybahi, Upammi, Nemi, SanUichmo, Kala, UpaHIa, VijiHt,' JUa, Aftm 
(apparently one from Po%o, ^Ipordjito. SattM, Favaftii, SarahhaAm 

L(r>naUmsa, UdtcJmiffamafja, Adia, Andsam, J/anomoya, BaiidJimim, Tadadhi- 
vtuda, Kdnmhardga, MStaiiga, Ariya, JcflcAifto, AdtchuUigajiud.minahi 
Sut>iwjg(da, Dabbita, Sxiyotitihita, Asayha, KhemdhhiTata, Smtiia, 

Sangba, Vjjaya^ Sayha, Ananda, Nmtdn, U})anandf$^ 12 BAdraduajo,?, BtHlhi 

Mahd,idma, Vttara-Bhdradm^a, Ked-Bhnrudmja, Sikhi-Bharadvdjfi, Smdnm- 
Bharadxdja, Tissit, VjxUissa, IJpasiidard, SxdAri, MatigiOa, Usabha, UpaniUt 
Smdam, Sachchu, drto, Jayonto, Paduma, (Jppala, PadumUtam 
liamua, PabtMita, ManabhaddjM, fSobhita, and Kai^ha.^ One may readUy agree 

■with Dr. Bama in thinking that Mt. Isigiti was hallowed by the death of these 

holy pensonages.’* 

Coming to the Buddha's time, we find that Bdjfigrdta was surrounded by 
many Brahmin Aullages or settlements. Ekanala was an important Brahmin 
Village m 1>akkhinagm.= .\mbasanda was another Brahmin village on the 
emrtem side of Rajagriha, to the north of the Vcdiyaka mountain and the luda- 
sala-guha.« On the landed estate of Udumbarika dcM’. not far from the Suma- 
gadha tank was a Paribbajakarima or retreat of the Wandering ascetics,^ with 
Nigr^ha (Aypymf/Aa) as then leader. Not far from this, on the bank of the river 
Sappini {Panchdm} w-as another arama, where great W'andering teachers« Anna 
hUra and Varadham and SaknIadayT Uved. Khannmata was a prosperous 
Btahmm village in Magndha, which was made a gift to the Brahmin Kutadanta 
by bug Bimhisara. This was the place where the Brahmin lived with alt the 
powers over life and property as if he were the king him.self. Annually a great 
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flacrilice was made tn\'oIvmg the slaughter of hundreds of bulk, calves, goats 
and Tlie i^reat sacrifice, performed every year by the three Jatila leaders 

of the Gaya region, was a highly important religious function awaited by the 
inhabitants of Anga*Magadha,* 

The Brahmins who lived in Rajagriha and near about it were mostly 
Brahmins of the Bhaxadviia-gotta. Some of them were (tffniMris, some up¬ 
holders of the cult of purity by birth, morals and penance. Some of them wore 
matted hair (jdfd) oml .some of hot temper. They were generally opposed to 
the conversion of any one amongst them to the Buddhist and such other non- 
Brahmanical {aiths,=* " Even at the tune of Hwen Thsang's visit, when there wa-s 
none else in the deserted city, there were one thousand Brahmin families.^ Raja- 
grUia was once ^dsited by a Wanderer (ponfthc/oia), named MoUya-Slvaka ® A 
female wandering ascetic fpont/xyiM), called Suchimukhl (Nce<lle-mouth) was 
well-known to the citusens of Rajagriha. apparently for the sting in her words.® 

There livetl in some of the villages in Magadha a class of heretics, called 
Som^dra-wiocAollw or ‘ Sai-ioiirs of the souls from the states of woe,* who, as 
their name implies, were professionals enough to guarantee the release of departed 
spirits from the course of transmigration by their secret cults and occult powers.’ 

Somewhere in Magadha. between Rajagriha and Uruvela (Eiuidha-Gaya), 
not far from the Mahanadl (Mohaniv) lived two teachcm, Arabia Kalima and Udra 
Ramapiitra, who foundwl two schools for the training of pupils in the method of 

*"'%»iaKrili» »•»» tlw M'li*** “‘““glioU ot hmsy ind heterodoxy oi 

the eaie* The eeriy lecorde of Buddhism hrini! hcfore ue six posrerful teechers, 
Parene Koseapo Makkhaii GosSla. Pekodha Kechcbiyaiia, Ajita Keaakambali, 
Saaiay. Belatthipatta, and Nigantha NiUputta, who proved to he 
aohwU (AWmiwrae) and great leaders of thought. The first "£ ‘t«n B d^nhed 
as a itropounder of the doctrine of chance, the eecond as a faUhst, the thjrd as 
an etLa^t the fourth ee an atheist, the filth as a aeepac. aod the sixth as an 
advocate of the fourfold rcetraint (chdtupouui-souiuoro).*" Makkhaii Gosala was 
the leader of the and Nigepth. KiUputta that of the Nirgranthas or 

Jaiitas These teachem had each his great admirers end staunch 
among the cititeae of Rfijagriha, the beneTOlent ^itits of the piece nut excluded. 
The begmuiags uf their career are bound up with the history of Rajagri • 
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RAJ AGRIHA IN ANCIENT LITERATURE 


One Safijaja Parivriijaka resided at Rajag^a with live hundred fdWcra. 
taanputra and Maudgalyayana who became the chief disciples of the Buddha 
their conversion to the new faith belonged formerly to the school of Saniaya.* 
the Safijaya is reptesentcd as Saiijaya Vaimtiputra, Saiijaya 

Raja^ha and its neighbourhood have a considerable importance in the 
storj 0 Jainism. For it was in Kalandi, a suburb of Rajagriha, that Maha- 
Vira Sjwnt the s^ond year of his asceticism. It was again in Rajagriha and 
uJanda that he found his early supporters in such rich liouseholdera as Viiava. 
anda, budarsana and Bahula. Gosala, the lender of the Ajivibas, saw and 
"“f R-f 1 Bajagriha. The settlement of KoUaga {Ko^mdga), and the 

of hf ^t ^ome distance from Salanda, were places that became scenes 

IS early action. The Kalpa-Sutra informs us that in Rajagriha and Nalanda 
tahai^ira spent as many as fourteen rainy seasons,^ But RSjagpha was also 
own as the bmh-place of Muni Suvrata, one of the predecessors of Mahavira « 

^ even out of the twelve gapadharas or leading disciples of Mahavira attained 
nitvattn died) m Rajagrilm,® 

«« th ^ Kalasila or Black Rock on a slope or side of Isirdli 

difficult ^ or Jaina recluses were seen practising the 

^cult ^o^oe of remaining in a standing posture {nmatihika), rejecting scate 

r Mifto). This Kalasila was. perliaps. no other than what is called 
_ ^ site of Guna&Ia^chaitya m the Jaina Uvasaga^dasao. men Hwen Thsang visited 
Ramdia m the 7th .^ntuiy A.D,. he saw many Dxgambaras on T Pbp^ 
{Tailhara mo^tain. who lodged there and practised austerities incessantly Ln- 
ang round with the sun, watching it for the whole day* ^ 

Tlie earliest known Jaina inscription is the one on the pedestal of a Jina 
recording the name of Mt. Vipula and king Sxemka in^ Briihnu alphabet 
hich may take ns back to the Kushana age.» The Jaiuas built small temulea 
on almost all the hills of Eajgir, installing the images of the Tirthankaras in them 
in comparatively modern times, an,i these still exist. They have located P- “ 
pun-, (or Pavapurt, as it is called) the place of Mahavira’s demi 
on the Bihar Sarif*Nawadah road. ’ R^jagnha, 

Prince Abhaya figures in the Pali Nikayas as a strong lay-supporter of the 
o^er of recluses founded by Mahiitira.w According to Jaina tradition / 

^ (Bimhbiri), Abbaya, Halla, Viballa. and Nandiaena wer”“y 
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adherents of the Jaina faith.^ It is qtiite natural that there existed some amount 
of rivalry between the Jainas and the Buddhists. 

The Pali NikS^as refer also to Pavarika’s STango-grove at Nalanda as the 
place wliero MahavTra figured as a very popular and venerable personality. One 
DTghatapassT, a Jama recluse of the time, resided there. Upali, a rich householder 
of the locality, played the role of a savnl-a or lay worshipper of the great Tirthan- 
tara,- Lepa was another rich householder of Xahmda to figure among the 
JaiTia sdmka^.^ 

Rajagriha assumes altogether a new aspect in the history of Buddhism, 
ami the account of this ancient city and its neighbourhood is nowhere else so full, 
bright and vivid as in the Buddhist records. Rajagyiha was the first place 
vi.sitcd by the Bodhisattva after his adoption of ascetic life at Anupriya in the 
Malla territory. It was here that he begged bis food for the first time from door 
to door and created a high impression on the mind of king Bimbisara and the 
citizens by his charming personality.^ It was somewhere in Magadha, betwreen 
Rjijagriha and Uruvelfi that he met and placed him.self under the training of 
Arada Kalania and Udra Ramaputra in the method of yoga.^ He eventually 
seletrted Uruvela as the most fitting place for meditatio'n end the attainment of 
Buddhabood. Shortly after the attainment of Buddhahood it was suggested to 
him that his was primarily the task of a reformer of the religions of Magadha 
that had become all corrupt.® His second notable triumph in the kingdom of 
Magadha was the conversion of the three great leaders of the JatiJas with their 
thousand followers. With all of them as new converts he proceeded toivards 
Rajagriha and halted on the way at Latthivana or Yasbtivana, which was a 
beautiful palm-grove or stick-w'ood belonging to king Bimbisara. He was received 
with ovations hy all the citizens of Rajagriha and the inhabitants of Aiiga- 
Magadba, headed by king Bimbisara.' 

The conversion of the king to the new faith proved to be a great incentive 
to the people at large to welcome it. King Bimbisara made a gift of his Bamboo 
grove, Vehivann'Kaiandaka-nivapa (Kalanda Venuvana) to the Buddha among hia* * 
disciples, the grove winch was situated in the outer area of Rajagriha, neither 
very far nor very near and yet at the .same time a calm retreat moat favourably 
situated.^ 

The conversion of Bariputra and Mahamaudgalyayaua to the new faith by 
the Venerable Asvajit, and the consequent desertion of the school of Safijaya 
the Wanderer must have created a sensation among the citizens of Rajagiiha." 
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Conversion followed upon conversion. Persons of m&ny well-known families citlier 
beeume bhikshus or lay supporters of the new doctrine, the progress of which 
was phenotneual iu spite of resentment and petty opposition here and there 
among different sections of people of the locality. Tor want, of accommodation 
in Venuvana, the bhikshus passed the nights in grottoes and caverns of the hills 
that surrounded the city. This induced the great Banker of Rhjagriha to under¬ 
take, with the permission of the Buddha, to build in a day some'sixty vilmras 
^or them. Another notable conversion which took place thereafter was that of 
Mahakasyapai who belonged formerly to another religions sect. With thefor- 
mation of the order of bhkshwU at V'aisall. many women of Rajagriha, headed 
y Ksheniu * one of the gifted queens of Bimbisara, joined it. The Brahmins 
w o as a cla^ were opposed to the idea of conversion to the Buddhist and other 
non- rahmanieat faiths, t!ie nobles wlio had generally an open mind to discuss 
a 1 matters of human interest and importance, the hankers and traders who were 
c iaritably disposed to support religious and educational institutions, and the 
masses who struggled for existence, were contributory factors to the growinff 

.Iran., of Buddliism. the artisane. courtiers, physicians, royal officcB and^ourte- 

zans not excluded,“ i-uitrie 

met b the great hanker of Sravesti 

met the Bnddha ^d .avrte.! hm. aith all his disciples to the capital of KoMto r 

!L from Kspilavastn eanm to invite 

thl Tl’' Sl.tene<l Master to revisit the place of his nativitv. la short 

thongh the was poHidy p™,,ain.cd at Benams, the influence" of Bnddhi™ 

really spread from Kajagriha. ui uu««iusm 

Though m. Gridhrakuta was a favourite resort of the Buddha auH Hi- 
Pippah-gulia that of the Venerable Mahhkhsyapa, theie was hardly any place 
of importance m or about Hajagriha which was not hallowed hv "rh. 

: t ^^a-pS:: 

ake-hood-bhe slope, the Tapodataina or Hot-water retreat, the Tapoda 
kandara or Hot-u^ter cavern, the Gomuta-kandara. the Kapota-kandara the 
Latthivana or \aahtivana. the Sattepanni or Sattapanna cave on a # fu 

l aibhiira hill, the hollows and caverns of the A'aibhara and P- i ' * 

Deer park at Maddak-uchchhi the Black Rock IrTZ^or 
or Risbigm, the PatibhanakQta or Echoing Peak the Indrakut' ^ Istgih 

the tradition of Indra yakshn, Jivaka’s Mimgo™ the 

in Dakshinagiri, the Pasauaka-cheti>'a or Rocky Shrine the ' Ekanala 

Vediyska lull near the Br.hn.ia v^ilage .VmbsmSa »; 
pulha T,mk with the Peac-oeks’ feeding-gronnd, the retreat cTftc' Z.IIT' 
ascetics on the iamled estete of Udumhari kh devi, the bsnks of the rivli 

‘ (,f tie BadaliB'e dJwiple. I*.™ .e ^ -- 
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{Pftficbfina), the village of Andhakavin4a, the royal garden at Ambatafc^liika on 
the way to Nalanda, PS-varika’s Mango* *grove at Nalandiv, Nalaka^ma in the 
eastern part of Magadha, the Ambalatthika near the Brahmin village Khanumata, 
and the spot of Manimalaka-chetiya or the shrine of Manibhadra yaksha which 
serveil as places of sojourn either to the Buddha or to his disciples grew into 
historical sites for various Buddliist monasteries or retreats, large or small. 

The ahady slopes and caverns of the hills around Rajagriha, all solitary nooks 
and comers were found fitting plat-es for lonely meditation of the hhik^hm and 
hhikskiniis, the /Aeros and theris. It was in some of those lonely retreats that 
the hkii^hns and bhikehnnis chanted the formulated doctrine and discipline of the 
Buddha, even in the ver>' life-time of the Master.^ The sombre beauty of the 
hills and the retreats was thus praised by the Buddha. "Delightful, Anauda» 
is Rajagaha, delightful Is the Gijjhskfita mountain, etc,”^ The Vinaya account 
goes to show that it was gradually found convenient to fk up residences (wwosoiw) 
for the bhihhm, dividing them into different groups according to their affinity 
in religious outlook and interest, namely, the Suttantikas, the Vinayadharas, the 
Dhammakathikas, the Jhayinas (contcmplatives), and the Tirachchbanakathikas 

or Non-deacripts.® 

Rajagriha was one of the three places selected by the Chabbaggiyaa 
mrmVtas) of Vinaya notoriety, for planting centres of their mischievous activities. 
Eajagriha was a^in the place where DevadtHta fell out with the Buddha, tried 
to do personal harm to him, fomented soliism in the SaUgha, and eventuaUy 
created a division in it.* It was from Kajagriha that the Buddha started his 
last journey to Kuimara, stopping on the way at AmbalatthikA Nalanda, and 
Pataligama, and deUvering fruitful discourses to all who came in contact with 
him®*^ It was also the place where king Ajata^tni built a Mpa and ceremcH 
nialiy enshrined in it the portion of relics received by him from KuamarS.< But 
Eaja«Tiha is certainly famous in the history of Buddhism also as the place where 
five hundred distinguished Thtras met imdcr the leadership of the Venerable 
Mahakasyapa to recite the doctrine and discipline of the Buddlia and fix the 
Buddhist canon." All later traditions, whether in Pali or Sanskrit, teli us that 
the First' Council was convoked in front of the Saptapar^i or Saptaparna cave 
on a slope of the Vaibhara or VaLhara hill, and that under the auspices of king 
AjitaAatni who constructed a suitable tnandajm for'- the purpose. These state- 
menta are not, however, borne out by the account of the First Council as con¬ 
tained in the Tina^ Chullavom> account distinctly 

savs that the main reason for selecting Bajagriha for the purpose was that it 
could aSord spacious accommodation for the five hundred Theras who were to 
recite the doctrine and discipline during the Buddhist Unt. 
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Wliat actually happened to the Sangha at Raj agriha as a consequence o£ the 
transfer of capital to Pataliputra, we cannot preeiaely say. But the glimpsed 
that ae have, liere and there, show that the proceas of history was one of decay. 
Hwen Thsang, of course, tells us that * * two or three li to the north-west of this 
{the Ktdanda Tank to the north of the MioNosie?^) was ah A^ka tope 

beside which was a stone pillar, above 50 feet high, sumiounted by an elephant, 
and having an inscription recording the oircumstauc^ of the Jojm’.i The .cir¬ 
cumstances that led to the erection of the tope at Rijagriha by Asoka are also 
narrated by the Pali scholiasts and chroniclers. The Sfiihavarusa says that 
the \enerable Indagutta {(itdrngaptit) went from all places' around Rajagriha as 
a representaUve to take part in the grand celebration of a MuMikiipa b Ceylon 
during the reign of king Dutthagamam (2nd century When Fa-Hien 

visited Rajagriha m the 5th century A.D., he found the.A'orattdo Bamboo-garden, 
where the old viMra was then in existence, with a company of monks, who kept 
the ground about it swept and watered.^ But Hwen Thsang met none there 
at the time of his visit in the 7th century A.D. deserving of mention in his Travels. 
As some of the images recently discovered at Rajagriha indicate, there was 
some amount of new ^dgour in Buddhist activities at the place under the pat¬ 
ronage of the Pala kings, after which the history of Buddhism at Rajagriha 
became practically closed for ever. 


6 ARCHITECTURE OF RAJAGRIHA : SECULAR AND RELIG'iOUS 

The material that may be gathered from Jndian literature regarding the 
architecture of Rajagrilia is very scanty. As for secular architeclur^, the“main 
object of mterest, whether in the inner or in the outer city of Rajagyiha was 
of course, the palace. Both the lower and the upper storey of the palace ar^ 
mentioned, from which it may be inferred that it was at least a two-store>’ed 
building,* It was certainly enclosed by a wall with gates. ^ 

According to Buddhaghosa, the city of Rajagriha was provided with 32 
main and ti4 smaller gates.^ 

The Yinaya Chullavagga refers to a rich household of the Banker of Raja- 
griha. The SaroUJiappakasitn leads us to think that Ills residence was a seven 
storied building {sattubhwmtku-pdsddu), fitted with gates, main and minor • 

The Venuvana which was formerly a royal garden and subsequently con¬ 
verted mto a Buddhist monastery wag a beautiful bamboo-grove, surrounded by 
bamboos enclosed by a wall, which was provided with gate-houses 


1 yiren 11^ p. 162. 

» Pp. 227 -m 

* Pit-iften, p. $ 4 . 

* i>Si^ itfinjo, I, p, 4T: iparipmda^Kre^ niUntut k>at 

*£dnaddnpald«tiii, I, p. 3«»: m taUabhSmolaJtar^^ ^ ^ ■ 











ARCHITECTL* *ftE OF fiAJACRIilA ; 8EC(rZ*AR AND RELIGIOUS 


43 


The ri^dra or gaiden-house of Bimbisani at Ambalatthifca, on the roa l 
from Rajagriha to Nabnda, is said to have been provided with shade and water, 
eiiclosed bj a wall, fitted with strong doors, wel!*guard©d like a box. It was 
here that a picturesque house was built for the delightful pastime of the king.' 

. At Na^nda the Jaiua householder Lepa who was rich aad prosperous ‘ ha<i 
a bathing hall which was beautiful and contained raanjr hundreds of pillars 


At Pata%ama, in the heart of the 
local people, one part of which was set 
part for residence.® 


township, was built a big hall by the 
apart for keeping thbga and the other 


Turning to religious architecture, there ts no evidence to show that the 
additions were made to Venuvana when Bimbisara made a gift of it to the Buddha 
and his disciples.-* As Ifwen Thsang found it, the Kaianda Bamboo Park 
'with the original lodging of stone and brick’ opened to the east.® It was 
most favourably situated in the outer city, neither very far nor very near the 
populous part of the city, and at the same time easily accessible and pleasantly 
peaceful. 

The sixty vihdim undertaken by the Banker of Rajagriha to build for the 
bhikshua with the permission of the Buddha could not have been anything hut 
small huts or cottages. The githas, kandaraSf vivaras and pabbhdras were so 
many natural caves, caverns, hollows and projectiona in. the rocks, generaQy 
not improved by human hand. The cave on the northern slope of the Vaibhata 
mountain, to the west of the hot springs, is but a long serpentine grotto. The 
beat example of rock-cut caves in Rajagriha is one afforded hy the Son^bhandar 
cave which was formerly two-storied. Another small cave has been brought 
to view, just beside the Sou-bhandar, and it is expected that a series of cavea 
will be discovered on the southern side of the Vaibhara mountain. 

The ludasala cave in the Yediyaka mountain which as a natural cavern in 
the rocks -was narrow, dark, and uneven is said to have been much improved 
by human band. It was surrounded by a wall, fitted with doors and windows 
covered with cAunam plaster, decorated with scrolls and floral designs, d one up, 
on the whole, into a picturesque cave-dwelling when it was imde over to the 
Blessed One.”® 


In converting his Mango-grove into a viMra and making a gift of it to the 
Buddha, Jtvaka got it enclosed by a copper-coloured wall, IS cubits high and 
provided with sleeping places, leuas {cells), kuiis (huts), (pavilions). 


1 L ]>. 42 f Uim p^Mra-parikhitlaFh 

* /dina SuSnu B. PL 11, ppu 419 folL 

* XT* pL S3B: Nagimrmjjht MiieM ia*Bd fflaimiKi. psdtst bha^a-pali^- 

fndnd(JtJ^]iain» dUimiTfi podcM nivdManaffAAMti^ ofiaiAw. 

39^1 Fiuilull'ft Jdiaka^ p. ^ 

* WAtt«^ * rMH ChwiTiff, II, p, 15& 

* p. i9T: Atha naiA Jbd^i pmkkkipiM dvdra-vdidpamdni *upsrindtAikt^ 

Unarik halv^ 
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etc,, as well as a private chamber, gmidhakOti, for the use ot the Master,^ A 
stmilar account is given By Buddhaj^osa o! the viJmra built bj Pavaiika Set^ 
in Ms Iflango-grove near Nalanda,‘ fhe man^ila-mdfa wMch was a nmdans* * 
sala in Jfvaka’s Mango-grove is represented in the Bharhut sculpture as an open- 
pillared ball with a gabled roof.^ 

The Moh^haraia clearly mentions the temples of Maninaga and Svastika 
without giving us an idea of their structure or material. The Maniyar Math 
now exposed to view 'bears a certun structural resemblance to the temples of 
Vesta at the Bocca della Verita in Rome and at Tivoli*. But this cannot be 
taken to be the original shape of the shrine. Inside the masonry roof has been 
found the seated image of a naga, dated in Samvat 1547, 'along with a basalt 
slab, bearing the representation of two human feet on it*, the cham}sapdduka8 
of iYdjfo ^alihhadTa, set up by a Jains lady in 1^7.^ The dotama- 

nigrodka, the Mm}imakH:hei%yat and the BahuyutUk-chdiya were each a sylvan 
shrine, probably a typical banyan tree with some rude structure near it. 

Buddhoghosa ^ves rather an exaggerated description of the siiiya built by 
king AjWtaiatiru for hoarding the relics of the Buddha in one place. This des¬ 
cription, as observed by Br. Barua, is evidently coloured by, if not actually 
based upon, what he (Buddhaghosa) saw at Thilparama in Ceylon.^ The under¬ 
ground structure of the tope need not he discussed.* As for the structure above 
the ground, we are told that a ^tone-mound was built to cover the stUya under 
the ground.^ 

^ diwNS9iila.nU«iia, 1, p, 133: TmiwiS AmtiiraiK ♦nfftfilAM , 

imtuAcUcanSina pattiaiiAyrim MmctoS .ImtamimiS it^karata-htaUuitibedhtw tonttajM^-wniiwiiici jiahaftjm 
parikiAipStpitvS Bvdihapamvkkam UfitUiuaK^ibim... .nlSnuS niffyide^ 

■ fiMMiipdlit-MtiA'ja, m, t>> 873. 

k Sarua, BarJuU, Bk. IT, p. 43; Bk. IH, PL XVI; Gtaniunghkiii, Stipa </ BoiAwl, Pi X^IU* 

* A. if, i., StpMt {>» laOS-S, p. 103, (Tim kteit duoovariM tkis ate indude «imilptiira iiueriptiOB, fq wkidlt 
Ueei'Nige U mPBtwned—^Bd.] 

t ItaniA, Harhvi, Bk. p, SL 

* £iii dptaili in tbe pp, 61143; Bavhi$l, BJl I, pp, StI'ilL 

^ Tl^ p. 613 t Aum f^^on paiiffhSpttK 
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